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fe Problem of World Peace 

ee backwardness of Catholics in the peace 
mment will seem to many a very puzzling phe- 
tnon. On the whole, their interest in world 
«cation stands in no proportion to their national 
hand patriotic fervor. Whereas among various 
Satholic social groups the demand for disarma- 
-and universal peace is loud and _ insistent, 
bolics but timidly raise their voices in behalf of 
ause of peace. As the greatest international 
p they might be expected to do more in this 
ect. Their attitude of indifference sorely dis- 


ints those who fling themselves into the move- 
for the abolition of war with glowing enthu- 


The aloofness of Catholics, however, is not 
‘ly blameworthy. There are some good rea- 
for it. : 

a general way, it may be remarked that reform 
ements rarely take Catholics by storm. Pos- 
hg the true historical perspective, they are 
aware that great results are rarely achieved by 
n popular outbursts of indignation. Hence, 
remain exasperatingly cool and calm where 
re afire. Not that they hate evil less, but 
that abuses of long standing are not re- 
by enthusiastic meetings and highsounding 
ons. ‘They naturally distrust slogans and 
atchwords.— Outlawry of war may sound 
od. But withal it remains a meaningless 
n a world, that is constituted as the one in 


at present. To give this combination 
real sense, we must rebuild this world 
for peace. Now this reconstruction 
. a task which must be done with 
mination. It requires considerable 
i ot going to be accomplished 
ut only by dogged resolu- 
ne slavery, but not in 
y coining catchy phrases 
eerie 


which | 


more exacting ideals than Catholic morality dares 
to do. Non-Catholic ethics thinks only of the ends 
and forgets about the means. It sets itself a remote 
goal, but ignores the weary and long road that must 
be traversed before the goal can be reached. Moral 
goals are not reached by forced marches as are 
military objectives. Catholic morality reckons with 
human nature as it is, not as it might be or ought 
to be. Overnight a martial-minded and militaristic 
race cannot be converted into a community of peace 
loving and war hating brothers. Universal brother- 
hood is a consummation devoutly to be desired, but 
it cannot be ushered into the world in haste. There 
is no use in losing our heads and shouting Peace, 
Peace! where there is no peace and no possibility 
of peace. Let us face the situation earnestly but 
let us not imagine that we will ride into an era of 
peace on a wave of popular enthusiasm. 


The present anti-war sentiment suffers from too 
much vagueness and abstractness. What we need 
is a concrete way of preventing war and securing 
peace. International feeling has as yet no concrete 
way of expressing itself and, therefore, is bound to " 
remain ineffective. We must cast about for definite ; 
and highly concrete ways of bodying forth in an ob- | 
jective manner the profound sentiment that now ~ 
stirs the heart of humanity. When this work is 
begun in an honest manner Catholics will no longé: aa 
lag behind. They are already devoting themselves 
to the formulation of a very concrete code of inter- 
national morality. They do not see that they can 
advance the cause very much by joining in nois) 
demonstrations. 

Still, though not altogether blameworthy | 
partly justifiable, the reluctance of Catholics to co 
out more strongly for world peace savors 
timidity which is unbecoming to the disciples _ 
Christ. To the extent that war is wrong 


364 


CENTRAL-BLAT? AND SocraL Justice, Fepruary, 1927. 


on the part of Catholics. Catholics may not su- 
pinely glorify war, encourage militarism and acqui- 
esce in imperialism. They may not applaud the 
preachers of the egotisme sacré of nations nor sanc- 
tion all the demands put forth in the name of na- 


tional 


aspirations. ‘They cannot consistently endorse 


everything done under the plea of patriotism. ‘They 


canno 


t subscribe to the immoral sentiment expressed 


in the words: “Our country, in her intercourse with 
foreign nations, may she be always right! but our 


count 


ry! right or wrong.” They must not allow 


themselves to be misled by the advocates of exces- 
sive military preparedness nor may they acclaim 


those 


who indulge in saber rattling and swashbuck- 


ling, or who pursue a policy of international defi- 


ance. 


It is their duty to rebuke any policy that may 


lead to armed hostility and conflict among the 
peoples of the earth. Democratic peoples are re- 


spons 


ible for the acts of their statesmen. Govern- 


ments are not infallible and we are not excused 


from 


responsibility by simply following their dic- 


tates without critical judgment. Catholic conscience 


must 


become articulate and make itself heard in the 


counsels of the nation. Silence when we see the 
country drifting toward war is not virtue; it is 
criminal. It is not even patriotic, for aggressive- 
ness will not make for the good of the country but 
will eventually lead to disaster. Condemnation of 
fatal national policies may at times become a solemn 
patriotic duty. From such a duty Catholics must 
not shrink, however unpleasant and unpopular its 


perfo 


rmance may be. We cannot flatter ourselves 


that in this matter we have always lived up to our 
obligations. Many of us have joined vociferously 
in the chorus of the jingoists and thus strengthened 
the hands of the international trouble-makers. Much 
- of this was done from a motive of misunderstood 
patriotism. Father Joseph Keating, S. J., lays his 
finger on the sore spot when he writes: “There is 
an unhappy tendency amongst Catholics, against 
which all are not sufficiently on their guard, to ex- 
_aggerate the profession of their patriotism and to 
express suspicion of any limitation of national in- 
dependence, lest the common accusation of owing 


allegiance to a foreign power should seem to have 


hip | Bia 


ment of patriotism. And no doubt they are. B 
how often are they thought of as expressing a lin 
tation of patriotism? Yet, that is just what they 
They subordinate the allegiance which we owe t 
State to the higher loyalty which we owe God. E 
tory clearly shows that conflicts between Caesar a 
God are possible. If such a conflict arises there ¢ 
be no question where the Catholic, and, for that m 
ter, every conscientious man, must take his stai 
Surely he wants to be found on the side of G 
The words just quoted do not sanction blind o 
dience to the State, whether it be in national 
international affairs. Blind obedience could only 
justifiable if the State had the absolute guaranteé 
moral rectitude and the promise of infallibil 
Such a claim, however, has a semblance of reas 
ableness and justice only in the philosophy of He 
which happily now is thoroughly discredited. 
lightened obedience is enjoined by Our Lord, 
uncritical, unthinking and blind submission never 
There is a patriotism of a Christian type an 
patriotism of a non-Christian type. ‘To the for: 
the Catholic must adhere with his whole soul 
with his whole heart. In doing so he is in ful 
cord with the will of God. The second type of 
triotism he must repudiate with equal whole-hearté} 
ness, for it is pagan, unchristian and immoral. 
moreover, harmful since it inevitably leads to 
This becomes manifest when we compare the 
types. “In the Christian teaching one’s duties 
patriotism come after religious obligations. 
are, besides, subject to the principles of justice 
are in harmony with the fundamental obligation 
charity towards all; for by the Christian law all 
brothers in Jesus Christ. In the non-Catholic 
ception there is a tendency to regard the State a: 
highest object of devotion, to measure virtue 
vice only in relation to the supposed public ¢ 
and to ignore the claims of justice and charit 
between one’s own country and a foreign na 
Again, patriotism of the non-Christian type ten¢ 
regard the citizens of other nations with cont 
if not hostility. This appears prominently ar 
the Greeks and Romans, who referred to all 
eigners as barbarians, and regarded them as e 
tially inferior. In their idea the intensity o 
hatred which one bore to those of other natic 
patriotism.” *) That 
1S.é Menage 


a measure of one’s 
type of patriotism 


gtd = ay 


uncritically » 
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.Fundamentals of Christian 
Charity 
Lik 
The Spirit of Christian Charity 

ihe term charity is in essence a Christian term. 
vas but rarely used by the ancients, and then 
to denote a love originating from the precious- 
of an object toward which the love was drawn, 
(O give expression to sentiments of esteem for 
se person or thing. ‘To Christian writers was 
the task of filling the word charity with a 
ming that touches upon the divine. 
11 its highest and purest meaning charity is iden- 
H with the very being of God. John, the be- 
cd disciple of the Master, whose eyes looked into 
tsplendors of the divinity and were not over- 
eered by the brightness of its inaccessible light, 
fly characterized the essence of God when he 
tte: God is charity.) The impression, which 
statement has made on the minds of men, is 
nd all calculation. God is also power, justice, 
liom, holiness, but no statement descriptive of 
’s inner life has moved men to so many marvels 
ove as this simple statement of the apostle whom 
it loved. 
- is true that men engaged in works of mercy 
re not always given due reflection to the full im- 
cance of these pregnant words. Hardly any, 
~ever, are deserving of more attention than these 
the part of him who would go about doing good 
thers. 
“od is the prototype of charity. Alli charity is 
je modeled after that of God. When true char- 
gives, it gives itself; it gives its person. Thus 
‘i gave Himself to men in the Person of the 
1. “For God so loved the world, as to give His 
47 begotten son.”) Charity appeared in the 
«st of men as incarnate unselfishness. It im- 
sed itself in the lives of men, and this so com- 
ely that He who was in the form of God 
nptied Himself, taking the form of a servant, 
ng made in the likeness of men, and in habit 
rnd as a man.) Incarnate charity, “which 
It amongst men,” forsook itself in order that it 
tht be so much the more the common possession 
rmen, and hence it came, “not to be ministered 
20, but to minister.”*) Its ministry achieved its 
est point in the giving of its life: “Greater love 
n this no man hath that a man lay down his life 


its own.’”) And God, who is charity, does not 


ik his own; in God there-is no love of concu- 
sence,’) that love which loving others in the end 


uch reflections are profound, and may appear to 
- no bearing on works of charity. Yet they 
. They will recall to charity workers the fact 
charity has its source in the very being of God, 
l that its works, if they are to be effective, must 
sustained by forces that are divine. 


z hn 3, 16:" 3) Phil. 2, 6-7. 
- join 16 182) Te Con, 18,5: 
Thomas, Sum. theol. I. q. 20a. 2-3. 


his friends.”*) Thus it is that “charity seeks. 


According to Christian doctrine the abundance 
of the charity of God poured itself out into the 
hearts of men. “The charity of God is poured 
forth in our hearts by the Holy Ghost who is given 
to us.”*) This infused gift of the Divine Spirit is 
called a virtue, the virtue of charity. Taking its 
origin in God and leading man back to God it is 
spoken of as a theological virtue. It has been 
simply defined as that virtue which inclines the will 
of man to love God as the Supreme Good, and one- 
self and one’s fellowmen because of God. The com- 
plete abandonment of man to God sums up its 
meaning. ‘There is to be no seeking of self, no 
striving after praise, honor, and glory, excepting 
it be the praise, honor, and glory of God. Such a 
conception of charity implies the giving of the 
whole of man to God; mere bits will not do. Half- 
hearted charity is no charity. It is, therefore, not 
empty phraseology which carries the command to 
men: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with thy 
whole heart, and with thy whole soul, and with all 
thy strength and with all thy mind’”) Such char- 
ity contains no reservations in behalf of self. No 
created thing or power may stand in its way. “For 
I am sure that neither death, nor life, nor angels, 
nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, 
nor things to come, nor might, nor height, nor 
depth, nor any other creature shall be able to sep- 
arate us from the love of God which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.””) 

Love of such unalloyed purity, ardent with pure 
white heat, welds the soul of man in ineffable union ~ 
to God. All dross of sin is burned away. Of such 
charity, carried by the sinful woman into the ban- 
quet hall of Simon the Pharisee to the feet of the 
Divine Master, He said: “Many sins are forgiven 
her because she hath loved much.””) And Peter, 
into whose own heart had crept the serpent of dis- 
loyalty, knowing the gnawing pain. of sorrow, had 
written: “Charity covereth a multitude of sins.””) 

What bearing has all this on works of mercy per- 
formed in behalf of the poor, the needy, the dis- 
tressed? What can be the meaning of an infused, 
supernatural charity, which sees God only in the 
deeds it performs, with regard to the service given 
to stricken fellowmen—given perhaps by a charity 
visitor in the slums, or by a probation officer among 
juvenile delinquents, or a friendly visitor to the 
sick? Christ gave the answer: “Amen I say to 
you, as long as you did it to one of these my least 
brethren you did it to me.’”) 

It is not the wont, it is true, to weave such high 
religious truths into a subject which modern sociol- 
ogists discuss as a purely secular one. However, 
to divest charity of its religious significance is to 


give it as a counterfeit to men. As such it will be 


spurned by men. Upon it will be heaped all the 
sarcasm, ridicule, and abuse that the venomous pen 
of some modern writers“) can carry to the written 
page. The poor and lowly also will grow bitter at 


8) Sots Dao Ee 10 275. a Pe Roni, Oreck 
SY BUCA (etd By): T.. Pet. 4,3) *) Mat. 25, 40. 
“) Konrad Bercovici: Crimes of Charity, New York, 
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its mention. Charity will not ring true if it is not 
filled with the spirit of Christ. 

With its gaze fixed upon God, though engaged 
amongst men in many works of merciful endeavor, 
charity will not become patronizing in its attitude 
toward the poor; it will give no evidence of a sta- 
tion of superiority because he who feels himself 
serving God cannot feel himself above Him to 
whom he has consecrated his whole being. ‘The 
poor are quick to sense an attitude of superiority, 
and their self-respect would be weak indeed if they 
did not revolt against it. ‘True charity, which seeks 
God in all the things it does, never repels. Charity 
attracts; the divine is never repulsive; its fasci- 
nating charms draw men to itself with irresistible 
force. 


Viewed from such a high standpoint, charity will 
not degenerate into mechanical routine. Organiza- 
tions, because of their impersonal character, are apt 
to lose the supernatural touch. ‘The State also in 
its works of public relief only too easily lowers its 
standards of charity to the levels of a material 
human love. Undiluted humanitarianism is its in- 
spiration; man is the end and all of its works. 
Charity they are called, but in reality they are only 
the husks, the outer sheil of charity. Others, frank 
enough to concede that charity is a misnomer for 
works of a pure philanthropy, would grace it with 
another name. Social religion they call it. It is a 
religion without God. “Human, then—all-human, 
is the affirmation that is the corner-stone of social 
religion. Not the doctrine about gods, but the doc- 
trine about men is the pivotal point.’”*) 


Where the human element is so strongly empha- 
sized, so one-sidedly in fact that the divine element 
is utterly disregarded, human interests are natur- 
ally given exclusive prominence. Under such con- 
ditions altruism will still celebrate some triumphs, 
but few, very few indeed. An earthbound altru- 
ism, that has vanquished self, is a rare gift, and the 
possession of but few heroic souls. In the ordinary 
course of things love of self prevails over the love 
for others. It is natural that it be so; man is 
closest to himself. Self-love is part and parcel of 
human nature. The love which goes forth to fel- 
lowmen is often enough self-love in disguise. If it 


them, but to draw from them the sweetness of 


satisfaction of having done good. Love of self— | 
this is the great, powerful, dominant instinct of all | 


i hy 


an life not excepted. 
1en the fires of divine cha 


and t 


| and bad: He is the “Father in Heaven who ma 


gives itself to others, it does so not to lose itself in 


rity burn away | | 


Charity loses in effectiveness, it is quite el 
ally conceded, in proportion as it becomes 1 ei 
sonal. When the charity visitor, or the sog 
worker, comes among the poor to give, not of | 
person but of his organization or of some puh 
relief bureau, charity has as with a blow B 
robbed of its meaning. 


Charity must be personal. Inevitably will it 
that where the services rendered the poor are? 
dered as to God, for there is no relationship so p 
sonal as that of man to his God. ‘That mercena 
motives—thoughts of salary, advancement, sé 
aggrandizement, ambitions of the climber—may ~ 
enter into the sanctuary of charity dedicated to 
service of God, is plain. . 

Endowed with this gift, infused, supernaturg 
divine, men and women have gone forth to the € 
of the earth to perform their works of love. 
Leibnitz we marvel at their heroism. “I confess 
wrote Leibnitz, “that I have ardently admired’ 
Religious Orders. For, what can be more glori@ 
than to carry the light of truth to distant nati 
through seas and fire and sword—to traffic in 
salvation of souls alone—to forego the ailure 
of pleasure, and even the enjoyment of convet 
tion and social intercourse, in order to pursue # 
disturbed the contemplation of abstruse truths af 
divine meditation—to dedicate one’s self to~ 
education of youth in science and virtue—to as 
and console the wretched, the despairing, the 1 
the captives, the condemned, the sick—in squa 
in chains, in distant lands—undeterred even by 1 
of pestilence from the lavish exercise of these 
enly offices of charity? ‘The man who knows 
or despises these things has but a vulgar and ¢ 
beian conception of virtue; he foolishly meas 
the obligations of men towards their God by t 
perfunctory discharge of ordinary duties, and 
that frozen habit of life, devoid of zeal, or eve 
soul, which prevails commonly among men.” 

Charity, consequently, sets no bounds to 
deeds. In scope it is as wide as mankind. It j 
all-inclusive that it embraces even one’s enk 
God is its prototype. His gifts come to the ; 
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we labor leader who recently said: “Labor needs 
+: faith, and must live in stronger hope, but does 
want charity,” evidently showed no comprehen- 
| at all of the real meaning of charity, apart 
11 his wrong conception of the virtues of faith, 
and charity, which in the science of religion 
ised with a very precise meaning. He might 
reminded himself that the Apostle of the Pa- 
,, whose “wrong notions” on charity he took 
great pains to correct, spoke of it as the “char- 
if brotherhood,””) and such a charity will ever 
veeded as long as men are what they are— 
ian beings full of imperfections, subject to the 
‘cts of misunderstanding, erroneous judgments, 
inacy of opinion, prevarication, and_ similar 
es which give rise to friction among men. 
is owing to the failure of understanding char- 
m the fulness of its spirit that works of mercy, 
wn as charity in the restricted and more techni- 
sense of the word, are often not rightly under- 
d. The deeper the spirit of good will and be- 
lence toward all men, so much the deeper will 
spirit of kindness and love be toward those who 
in spiritual or corporal distress. Addison caught 
tity in its right meaning when he defined it. 
arity is a habit of good will and benevolence, in 
ssoul, which disposes us to the love, assistance, 
relief of mankind, especially those who stand 
eed of it.” 
rone stand so much in need of kindness, love, 
1 will and benevolence as the poor. Hence, it 
quite natural that efforts of love expended in 
behalf are simply called charity. The sup- 
ition is, of course, that real charity, real love of 
jpoor out of love for God, is to be found in these 
itts. Were it always so, a high regard would 
ffelt by all for societies, organizations, institu- 
gs, and movements which call themselves Asso- 
d Charities, State Boards of Charity, National 
vferences of Charities and Corrections, and the 
Secularization of charity, which has emptied 
_ word of the sacredness of its meaning, has 
ight charity into disrepute.”) The malcontents 
rsociety have heaped upon it the venom of their 
m; and even charity workers, feeling in the 
-d the sting of reproach, have preferred the cold, 
ial title of social worker. Ultimately to their 
s, because they have robbed their works of a 
e than which none more noble and sacred could 
edevised, for “God is charity.” 
Jowever, a reaction is already discernible, and 
sey who heretofore dispensed with the word 
marity’ now allow that word to creep back to their 
»grams and societies.””) 
“hristian charity is inconceivable without Christ. 
n the humanitarian love of our day must go 
to Him as its fountainhead, as Bishop Spalding 
s well put it. “Homer is not so much the father 
all our poetry, nor Socrates so much the master 


D 


Y Rom. 12, 10." I. Thes. 4, 9. 

) Most Rev. John J. Glennon, Report of the Eleventh 
ie Conference of Catholic Charities, p. 3, Washing- 
-. 1926 % 


Ibid, p. 3. Socialism and Labor, Chicago, 1902. 


of all our intellectual discipline, as is Christ the 
fountainhead of the humanitarian love that makes 
men helpful to the weak and the wronged.” 

To keep Christ in the organization of modern, 
scientific charity is the great problem, perhaps the 
greatest problem which, in our day, charity work- 
ers must face. 

A. J. Mugencu 


Eugenics Under Catholic 

Because of the uncompromising attitude 
adopted by the Church and Catholics towards 
birth-control and such propositions, put forward 
by certain eugenists, as sterilization of the unfit 
or degenerated, non-Catholics,,interested in pub- ~ 
lic and private welfare, are all too apt to assume 
that “unrestricted breeding’ must be tolerated, 
and has always been tolerated where Catholic in- 
fluences predominate. ‘This opinion is asserted 
privately and publicly, generally with that air of 
superiority assumed by those who are happy in 
the belief that they constitute the advance guard 
of progress. 

Unfortunately the statistical figures regarding 
the number of feeble-minded in various countries 
are quite unsatisfactory; in fact there seem to be 
no comparative figures of recent years available. 
Otherwise, we believe, it would be possible to 
demonstrate that there must be forces at work 
in Catholic countries which prevent or hold down 
feeble-mindedness, at least of the congenital kind. 
Or wherever the family and the influence exerted 
by parental authority, the opinion of the neigh- 
borhood, backed by the parish priest and the pre- 
cepts of the Church, have not as yet been weak- 
ened or eliminated by the spirit of revolt. 

It is only natural for parents to advise their 
son or daughter against marrying an epileptic or 
feebleminded person, and this advice was apt to 
be heeded as long as their authority was re- - 
spected. Public opinion, as exerted in former 
times by the “neighborhood,” virtually organized 
for mutual help, also acted as a strong deterrent 
in such cases. Moreover, the parish priest would 
side with the parents and friends of any young 
man or girl, contemplating marriage with a per- 
son afflicted in the manner mentioned. Nor were 
men as ignorant of nature’s laws in former times 
as some would have us believe. The German 
proverb: “Choose your wife from a neighbor’s 
house, but buy the cow in some other village,” 
contains advice which is based on empirical 
knowledge of a eugenistic kind. 

Furthermore, before the present revolutionary 
period not merely the land-owning nobility of 
Europe, but also the freeholding farmers ob- 
served the primogeniture. This custom was of © 
itself conducive to a careful selection of the life- 
partner of the heir to the land, held in one family 
for centuries, while the example set by the more 
important families of a village in this regard nat- 
urally had a salutary effect on others. If feeble- 
mindedness is today a menace to society, it has 
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undoubtedly become so in consequence of the 
breaking down of ever so many barriers, erected 
by experience in the course of centuries, in con- 
sequence of those levelling theories of the 18th 
century which found expression in the principles 
popularized by the Great Revolution. ‘To the 
Egalitarians the thought, that anyone should be 
forbidden to marry, would have seemed prepos- 
terous and entirely at variance with the doctrines 
laid down in the “Declaration of the Rights of 
Man.” Because of the influence exerted by the 
Liberalism of this type, the older laws, restrain- 
ing those afflicted in such manner from marry- 
ing, were abrogated. 

The Prince-Bishops of the Holy Roman Em- 
pire of German Nations are known to have been 
the most humane and lenient of rulers. Never- 
theless Count August v. Limburg-Stirum, Prince- 
Bishop of Speyer (1770-1797), did not hesitate to 
decree that no epileptic should be permitted to 
marry. Nor could, and this law also exerted a 
eugenic influence, any young man be announced 
or married as long as he was under 25 years of 
age. Besides, there was the general restriction 
that no one lacking the means to support a fam- 
ily should contract matrimony.’) 

All laws of this nature, whether customary or 
ordained by some ruler, were an abomination in 
the sight of the Liberalists, who exalted personal 
liberty above all other rights. Now, that some 
of the results of freedom abused are all too ap- 
parent, their successors would have recourse 
even to such unnatural means as sterilization and 
artificial birth-control. — 

Undoubtedly, the Prince-Bishop’s policy of 
population was dictated by considerations of a 
Mercantilistic kind, as it is also true that Mer- 
cantilism and Absolutism were closely allied. In 
truly Catholic times, no ruler would have car- 
ried interference with personal affairs of the citi- 
_ zens quite as far as did von Stirum. Not, how- 
ever, for the reason which prompted the expo- 
nents of laissez faire to abrogate those and sim- 
ilar provisions affecting the conduct of indi- 
viduals and the increase and welfare of the popu- 
lation. But rather because it was left, and could 


be left, to the conscience and good~sense of | 


those primarily concerned, to avoid what ulti- 
mately affected not merely their well-being, but 
that of their progeny and the society of which 


a part. 


| of population has attracted attention, wi 


Exceptions were dealt with | 


| _ the tendency of i1 sinmuxheo nos 
ccording to the exigen- | y increasing, the popes 
ist, a | I 


anyone afflicted with a hereditary disease, 
woman from a family notoriously degener 
was virtually out of the question. 4 
A man’s own honor, the honor of his fam 
and its traditions, the honor of the group 
which he was a member, precluded such a sté 
And it was not until after all barriers of cust 
and convention had been declared incompati 
with man’s freedom that people began to dis 
gard even the voice of nature in matters of t 
kind. As people were thrown about as are | 
kernels of wheat in a shaker, after the advent 
industrialism, it even became impossible for | 
individual to practice proper precaution in the§ 
lection of a mate, because those marrying W 
frequently no longer aware that feeble 
ness or some other hereditary ailment, whi¢ 
does not afflict each and every member of 
family, existed in the household of the one 
lected for a life companion. 
Moreover, because of the waning of religion” 
individual no longer was possessed of the co 
scientiousness of the mother, referred to in of 
of the novels of the great Swiss story writ 
Gottfried Keller. This woman—and the. fact # 
lated is undoubtedly based on experience—wk 
lived toward the close of the 18th century, 
plored her daughter not to marry since insar 
ran in the family. And the daughter, whom 
mother so admonished on her deathbed, hee 
the promise she gave the dying woman.) ] 
is it probable that any pastor, no matter 
well intentioned he might be, could today in¢ 
a number of young men and women, afflic 
with a hereditary disease, to promise him to 
frain from marriage in order to eradicate that 
ease from among the families of his parish. 
was actually accomplished in a Swiss ville 
where, in consequence of the intermarriage 
tween members of a comparatively small gr 
of people, profuse bleeding obtained to a dar 
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sult that something like a complete 1 


oe ay without limit has set 
quence, the fears first voiced 
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»to be resorted to which 
rate. 
this does not, however, grant our opponents 
right to assume that we intend to permit 
trace to degenerate. Such is not a fact. We 
eely abhor those artificial means, that violate 
tire and are an insult to nature’s God, realiz- 
that the same end may be attained with 
ler and safer means, and, moreover means 
mising more lasting results. 


Catholics cannot 


PAP ke 
Warder’s Review 


‘Bank Earnings Large,” Notwithstanding 
Economic Depression 
ublished statements of Great Britain’s big bank- 
ccombinations in the past year seem to illustrate 
little understood meaning of the great Leo’s 
aration that “rapacious Usury, which, although 
e than once condemned by the Church, is never- 
sess, under a different guise but with the same 
sstice, still practiced by covetous and grasping 
99 
eespite strikes, trade depressions, unemployment, 
large losses by the industries which comprise 
ibackbone of Britain’s business community, and 
ch in turn are the chief customers of the banks, 
ce institutions earned immense profits. “Although 
sclearings have shown a marked decline, indicat- 
a decreased national business,’ says a London 
less to the Christian Science Monitor, whose 
ntele is anything but anti-capitalistic, “the bank 
ings are as large or larger than they were last 
(i. e., 1925). All the dividends are main- 
i! 
is is not an exceptional observation. The his- 
> of capitalism recites numerous instances of 
ital profiting while the people on the whole were 
voverished. 


ore Evidences of Tendency Toward State 
Socialism 
“he tendency toward State Socialism, fos- 
ked even by Catholics, is clearly discernible in 
reral bills recently introduced in the Assembly 
he State of New York. 
Assemblyman Cuvillier would add a new Arti- 
to the existing Education Law, providing for 
ointment of a Free Textbook Commission, to 
scribe standard textbooks, and for an ap- 
ppriation of $5,000,000.00. Assembly Bill No. 
| by Assemblyman Mandelbaum adds another 
it section to the same Law, providing for free 
lsolasses for Public School children in cities. 
he pretense is raised this provision “would pro- 
Lt evesight at an age when it may be wholly 
i evesig z g 


‘ortunately, the reaction against thiss11= 


B, p. 209—The translation is identical in “The Pope 
A People,” C. T. S., London, 1913, p. Ve Cardinal 
jing, however, uses the word ‘avaricious’ instead of 


4 

"The Great Encyclicals of Pope Leo XIII,” Nga Nis 
3 

: ; his choice seems preferable to-us.—Ed. 


a oe 


healthy tendency to make of the State a benevo- 
lent provider has already set in. And while it is 
hardly to be expected that men of the type of 
Assemblyman Mandelbaum, reared in an atmos- 
phere not conducive to the development of a 
healthy individualism, should realize where such 
demands, as the one he has voiced in the Bill 
sponsored by him, are liable to lead us, the peo- 
ple on the whole are sure to call a halt to fur- 
ther attempts of that nature. 


Non-Catholic Opponents of the Maternity Act 

The Catholics of our country, opposed to the ex- 
tension of the Maternity Act, were by no means 
the only group of citizens who declared against 
that measure. Active opposition to the Bill was 
expressed by the National Society, Daughters of 
the American Revolution, the President-General, 
Mrs. Alfred J. Brosseau, declaring: “This is a 
case which is of sufficient importance to concentrate 
all our energies toward the defeat of an uncon- 
stitutional and vicious law.” The Mass. Public 
Interests League classified the measure as of radical 
origin and ‘dangerous to local self-government, 


while the Sentinels of the Republic made their ap- - 


peal for the rejection of the extension of the Ma- 
ternity Act on the ground of it being contrary to 
constitutional principles, and delegating powers to 
interfere in the most intimate dcmestic and family 
relations to public officials. The National Patriotic 
Council, speaking through its President, Mrs. 
Noble Newport Potts, deplored this piece of legis- 
lation as a further effort to federalize individual 
and state responsibility, and an expensive experi- 
ment. Mrs. George Madden Martin, well-known 
author and writer of Louisville, Ky., brands the 
Bill as'a danger to be averted, saying: sab ine 
Phipps-Parker (original) Sheppard-Towner Bill 
concerns matters over which the American people 
never gave their Federal Government authority, and 
is unwise in affording an agency of Bureaucratic 
control.” 

The attitude of the organizations and individuals 
named, and they were not the only ones to voice 
their opposition, bears out the contention that 
in most cases Catholics defending sound principles 
of morality and social justice may rely upon the 
co-operation of a large number of non-Catholics, 
equally anxious to preserve intact the foundation 
of Christian civilization and of the institutions of 


our country. 


Price- Fixing 
Resale price-fixing, declared unconstitutional 
by the courts of our country, is now to engage 
those of Canada. 
According to Assistant Trade Commissioner 
J. Bartlett Richards, Ottawa, certain trade asso- 
ciations, representing manufacturers and whole- 
salers of particular lines of commodities such as 
proprietary medicines and groceries, recently 
placed on a price-maintenance basis a consider- 
able number of their staple articles. As a result, 
some retailers, on account of failure to maintain | 


—_¥ 
oe 


‘as 


‘ 


fell 


370 


CENTRAL-BLATT AND SOCIAL JUSTICE, FEBRUARY, 1927. 


the resale price, have been refused further con- 
signments by the wholesale houses. Court pro- 
ceedings, accordingly, have been instituted 
against certain large organizations, in order that 
a test case may determine the validity of resale 
price-fixing under the Canadian Combines Act. The 
outcome is awaited with great interest; the fate of 
the several trade associations, fair-trade leagues, 
and other similar organizations concerned with 
price maintenance, will doubtlessly depend on 
the findings of the court in the cases at bar. 

Undoubtedly the Canadian courts will not be 
able to do otherwise than decide against resale 
price-fixing. In theory, at least, and before the 
law, /aissezfaire, laissez aller still holds sway. 

We, on our part, do not object to such a prac- 
tice. With us it is not a question how a price 
is obtained, but rather whether that price is a 
just one or not. There is much in resale price- 
fixing that recommends it to us. Those who at- 
tack it, do not do so in the interest of the con- 
sumer, but rather because they are fighting for 
the privilege to abuse the right to sell below a 
just price certain articles which bear an excellent 


- reputation. 


a: 


a 


The cut-price drug store, for instance, which 
sells a well-known article below the customary 
price, uses that means to create the impression 
that it is selling at prices below those charged 
for the same article by its competitors. Profits 
come to such firms from inferior and adulter- 
ated goods, by taking advantage of the ignorance 
of their customers. 

We believe it to be to the interest of the con- 
sumer that standard goods should be sold at 
fixed prices, assuming those prices’ to be just. 
Something for nothing, this evil inclination of 
the American people, leads to deceit and fraud. 
A willingness to pay a just price will create a 
willingness on the part of honest producers to 
give pure, unadulterated, or well-made goods in 
return for what they receive. 


Contemporary Opinion 


The laissez-faire movement is over. Declarations 
of Independence are no longer the fashion. Inter- 
nationally and socially we are all concerned—imper- 
tinently sometimes—with the affairs of our neigh- 
bor. Terms like “brotherhood,” “fellowship,” have 
percolated down to parliamentarians and newspaper 
writers. We manage our business by means of 
Leagues, Associations, Federations. It may be that 
we shall be known to the future as the Age of Com- 


~—_Srantey B. James, 


in The Christian Democrat. 
~ wees Pee hanks a ; 


_ merely as a system, the Catholic Church is 


tAe Cd at 


munity, will make “the things which are se¢ 
shine with a dazzling polish. As for “the thir 
which are unseen,” that is a different matter.q 
Is it not well for us to remember that hist@ 
teaches that every benevolent depotism 
eventually become a tyranny, every benevol 
despotism has finally been wrecked by an Of 
raged people? Common sense would seem 
teach us that if you desire to develop good € 
zens you must give them something to do, 
portant acts of citizenship to perform; and wl 
more important act could there be than theq 
cessity of looking after the welfare of the peop 
in the communities? 
Senator Hiram BINGHAM, 4 

of Connecticuty} 


* ok * 


“Industry should be profitable,” Mr. Owen 
Young, head of the General Ejiectric Company, t 
the National Industrial Conference Board. He fj 
ther said, “I have no sympathy with indictments 
profits. They are the motive power of our econom} 
system, and why deny it or apologize for it?” 

That is right; industry should be profitable. 
what is more, we will go Mr, Young one better, am 
say, it should be profitable to the owners. We hi 
no quarrel with Mr. Young in this matter. 


However, we do think industry is unnecessat 
complicated and indirect. It fails to hit the mark 


All sorts of industries are run to produce th: 
which the people use. But the purpose of these 
dustries is not to produce the things for use. — 
stead, the industries are run to produce profits; 
with these profits the people buy the things 
want to use. 


What would Mr. ‘Young say to expanding 
owners to include the users of the products of 
dustry, and making the working of industry di 
and to the point? Most likely he would approv 
the theory for service; but he would say, “It ¢ 
be done.” ‘That is what many are saying who do 
know that fifty million people are doing it. ; 

J. P. W., in Co-O peratio 


* OK Ok 
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There is no political or social system to wh 


manently committed. Kingdom or empire 
lic or federation, parliament or dictators' 
Catholic Church has seen them all, and w 


all she has gone on with her Di 


for 
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SOCIAL 
CATHOLIC ACTION 
me candidate presented by the French Con- 


ration of Christian Working Men won a bril- 
success in the elections held in Paris in the 
mercial section of the local conciliation boards 


bbtaining an absolute majority of votes in five 
cof eight sections, thereby defeating the candi- 


General Confederation of Labor and 


Communists. 


s of the 
re of the 
ce “Conseils de Prudhommes” are corporative assem- 
composed of councillors elected by the employers and 
ecillors elected by the working men. They arbitrate 
ulties arising between employers and employes. 
the Catholic Legal Aid Society was organized 
ondon early last year under the title of “So- 
y of Our Lady of Good Counsel.” The first 
mrt of its Registrar, just published, contains the 
pwing declaration by His Eminence, Cardinal 
imme: ‘The need for such a society is real and 
dent, and I wish all the members and their sup- 
ters every blessing in the excellent work of 
ity to which they are devoting themselves.” 
ye Society has dealt with 251 cases of all kinds and 
acters since it started on May 4 last. Of late a La- 
Committee has been organized to deal with necessitous 
s and to appeal for further funds. 


THESPILM EVIE 
‘he Uitenhage (South Africa) Catholic Read- 
Guild, at its annual meeting, held in the local 
minican Convent, decided to make a protest to 
responsible authorities against undesirable and 
ally unwholesome films sometimes shown in 
ath African picture houses. 


ttention was also directed to picture house placards 
posters calculated to work an immense amount of 
amongst the native population. 


MINORITIES 
a Presse of Montreal, which speaks with pecu- 
-authority for French Canadian Liberals, seems 
urbed over the decisions of the recent Imperial 
“ference. It says. “What will become of the 
srantees we enjoy under the Confederation when 
Canadian Parliament becomes absolutely su- 
“me in the country and when, as a result, the 
itish Parliament has no control over the Do- 
nion? ‘The Canadian Parliament, if it so wishes, 
1 have an absolute and implicit right to change, 
e, and amend our Constitution. Defenceless, 
1 with no means of.control, we (the minority, 
ich Canadians—Ed.) shall be obliged to give 
iy before the will of the majority.” 
a Presse suggests that the object of the most vehement 
sporters of the theory of equal status is to wield su- 
ne control and to bring into effect “certain aims they 
ye cherished for many years.” It urges the people of 
shec to think and “not to sacrifice too much for the 
of this fashionable recklessness.” It adds: “Mere 
-ds are sometimes an extremely dangerous form of pay- 
| They provide no funds with which to pay back 
at has been taken.” — 


a 


_ While La Presse is taking this position, the Winnipeg 
Free Press, which is the chief mouthpiece of the extreme 
autonomists, is urging that the next step should be the 
amendment of the British North America Act and the 
abolition of the right of appeal to the British Parliament. 
This right Quebec apparently still regards as the best safe- 
euard of its religious rights and privileges. 


CHIE DeEAB OR 

President Green, A. F. of L., has appealed to 
members of all State Legislatures now in session 
to either ratify the pending Federal Child Labor 
Amendment, or to rescind their action where a 
State Legislature has rejected the Amendment. 

“This is an issue of the greatest importance to our 
country,” President Green said. “The alarming (?) in- 
crease in the number of children employed since the last 
Federal child labor law was declared unconstitutional is 
causing gravest concern. Many States have grown lax in 
the enforcement of their child labor laws, since the 
opinion of the Supreme Court was handed down.” 


INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
The following six points have been framed by 
the British Labor Council for Chinese Freedom, 
which has been set up under the chairmanship of 
Mr, George Hicks (chairman of the General Coun- 
Gil ofsthe, Lebaeos 


(1) Recognition of the full sovereignty and independ- 
ence of China; (2) recognition of the Canton Govern- 
ment as the National Government of the whole of 
China; (3) renunciation by the British Government of 
the extra-territorial privileges now extended to British 
subjects in China; (4) negotiation of new treaties with 
the National Government to replace unequal treaties; 
(5) withdrawal of all armed forces from China and war- 
ships from Chinese waters, and (6) the establishment 
of greater co-operation between British and Chinese 
Labor and Trade Union movements. 


SOCIAL, RECONSTRUCTION 

A symposium on “Radicalism in_ the United 
States” featured the second session of the Annual 
Intercollegiate Conference of the League for In- 
dustrial Democracy at Philosophy Hall, Columbia 
University, recently. Arthur Garfield Hays spoke 
on “Liberalism,” Norman ‘Thomas on “Socialism,” 
Solon Deleon on “Communism” and the Rev. Don- 
ald McLean of the Catholic University in Washing- 
ton, D. C., on “The Catholic View of Industrial 


Democracy.” 

Dr, McLean quoted the Encyclical on “The Condition of 
Labor” by Pope Leo XIII, and declared that mass owner- 
ship was something to be sought. He said that labor was 
as much dependent on capital as the latter was on the 
former, and that livable wages should be paid before the 
declaration of dividends. “Economic crises of major mag- 
nitude,” said Dr. McLean, “such as England and other 
European countries are now experiencing, are inevitable in 
America unless a considerable transformation in the orien- 
tation of our industrial processes is speedily undertaken.” 


LOBBIES 
The practice of employers using paid lobbyists | 
at the State capitol, instead of themselves appear- 
ing, was scored by Governor Green, in his first 
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produces them and not a burden. The farmer must alw, 


message to the Legislature of the State of Michigan. ; j 
plan to raise more than just enough if the world is 


“These lobbyists,” he said, “hang around the Legis- : 
aes 7 Sra k Ad . be fed and clothed. I think that just as Australia ] 
lature, meddle in things in which they have no found a way to take care of her huge wool sacplaaae 
personal interest, and generally create an unwhole- out bankrupting her farmers, and Brazil a way by wh 
some atmosphere. If some of the more notorious her coffee surplus is no longer a menace, and England) 
lobbyists put in an appearance | will call your | method by which her rubber surplus no longer harms 
attention to them by name.” rubber-growing industry, so we in America may, if 
One of the lobbyists that aroused the Governor’s ire will, find a means of taking from the back of the Am 
: P re ae can farmer the burden of the surplus. 
is John Lovett, so-called “manager” of the Michigan 
Manufacturers’ Association. Prior to his inauguration, 
the Governor declared before a meeting of these manu- CO-OPERATION 
facturers that he did not believe Lovett represented At the recent Convention of the Alberta Fe 
their views when he said $14 a week was sufficient com- eration of Labor held in Calgary, a resolutt 
pensation for a disabled working man. was passed which provided for the appoint 
pene of a Special Committee whose duty it would 
to inaugurate a vigorous campaign in supp 


The people of the United States are, according | of Co-operation, and generally to promote 
to Prof. T. N. Carver, of Harvard University, trad- growth of the Movement in the (Canadiz 
ing their surplus prosperity for chewing gum and | Province of Alberta. 
automobiles, cameras and popular entertainment, ; 


magazines and novels, athletic contests and soft CO-OPERATIVE MARKETING 
drinks. ‘They have about reached their per capita Addressing a session of the 30. Annual Farm 
capacity as purchasers of wheat, potatoes, beef, pork | Week at the College of Agriculture, Universi 
and cotton, and such staples. Iilionis, L. S. Tenny, chief in the Federal Bureau 


_ This, according to Prof. Carver, explains in part the Agricultural Economics, declared authority 
inability to expand greatly the demand for all the great Pandy ainda ewan bile through he passage of 


staple crops and has.a bearing on the present rural de- : : ; 
population. “The great fortunes of this generation are,” Federal Co-operative Marketing Act make it 


according to the same economist, “made by tapping the sible for the U. S. Department of Agriculture 

vast reservoir of spending money that is now in the plan, for the first time, a program of research 

pockets of the millions. It is those who can hit the co-operative business, the volume of which reac 
b] 


popular taste in the matter of cheap luxuries who are able 
to tap that great reservoir to their own enrichment, not the sum of $2,400,000,000 as early as 1925. 


the farmers or producers of the basic necessities of life.” subject was “What Farmers May Expect from 
New Federal Co-operative Marketing Act.” 


EMPLOYERS’ PATERNALISM : pee ately ee nh Co-operative Marke 
= : in the Bureau of Agricultural Economics and thereby 
Organized labor regards the move of General larges and intensifies the Department’s research, edt 


Motors in insuring its employes with the Metropoli- | tional, and service work in co-operative organiza 
tan Life Insurance company under a policy that, in | among farmers, Tenny explained. Objects of the divis 
total, runs to $100,000,000 as a clear move to thwart referred to are to assist in the development of sound 


the Trade Union organizing campaign by tyin Progressive co-operation, to promote efficient op 
ee s paign by tying the practices by associations, and to disseminate the infor 


employes more tightly to the company and its anti- | tion regarding the principles, practices, and possibilitie 
union policy. “Beyond doubt this move is for the | the movement designed to be of service to co-operative 
purpose of counteracting, as far as may be possible, | sociations and agricultural producers. 
the campaign of organization,” said James O’Con- 
nell, president of the Metal Trades Department of ORGANIZED LABOR 
the American Federation of Labor. __In the case of Carpenter against the Builc 
“Group insurance policies have been written by em- Trades Council of Westchester County, N. Y., 
Beltane eae Rik ite eatees Mest? has | others, State Supreme Court Justice Jo 
Played at least a considerable part in that movement fr M 4 i icati 
the start,” O’Connell allnecs. “Announcement that this - ae Pas ne eines wie ap bic 
insuranc= has been provided, coming just at this time, is pee ue ‘Bend tele contractor, to 
significant. Bu sloyes > union members from refusing to work with 
ind ill be collected, | Union steamfitters. 3 © robe taming 
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cement, it is hoped to set up a central organ- 
con with branches throughout Ontario which 

guarantee forty weeks’ work annually to 
3 while learning trades and give them ten 
‘ks’ education in a school from which they 
lld receive payment from a fund created by 
Moyers. ; 
this is one of the most vital questions affecting the 
ee of Canadian construction industry,” says the Car- 
er, “and the move made by the Association should 
__ the commendation and support of all associated 
11n, 


LABOR INJUNCTIONS 

bill embodying the recommendations of Gov. 
red FE. Smith to the N. Y. State Legislature on 
issuance of injunctions, has been introduced 
the Assembly by Assemblyman Frederick L. 
Ikenburg, of New York City. Governor Smith’s 
sment declares: 
segislation should be enacted providing that before in- 
tions are issued in labor disputes a preliminary hearing 
lid be held at which the parties in interest would be 
rded an opportunity of presenting the facts to the 
tt. The present practice of issuing injunctions in labor 
mtes on affidavits has brought about a growing dis- 
bact for the courts and for judicial process, and a bitter 
mg between labor and capital. There is no reason why 
nportant applications of this character the parties 
lid not have the fullest opportunity to present all of the 
; to the court at an open hearing held for that purpose 
ere any judicial action is taken.” 


LABOR EDUCATION 

.ccording to the N. Y, State Federation of La- 
Bulletin, issue of Jan. 15, “Brockwood Labor 
lege at Katonah, N. Y., has started a drive to 
e an endowment fund to make secure the finan- 
welfare of that educational institution. Mr. 
J. Muste, faculty director of the college, ac- 
upanied by Mr. Clinton S. Golden, field repre- 
sative, are touring the State soliciting monies 
this fund. A part of these monies is to be 
6ted to developing the scope of practical studies 
the college for representatives of Organized La- 
, who are sent there by their unions for special 
ning.” 

hat Labor is supporting this undertaking the last 
tagraph of the item makes clear: “Messrs. Muste 
Golden intend visiting labor organizations through- 


the State and will bear letters of introduction 
ied by the officers of this State Federation of Labor.” 


FIVE-DAY WORK WEEK 

e establishment of the five-day work week 
= opposed by Edward M. Craig when he ad- 
essed the Associated Building Contractors of Illi- 
«s in Chicago on Jan. 19. Since Mr. Craig, Sec- 
ary of the Building Construction Employers’ 
sociation, has represented Chicago contractors in 
otiations with labor unions for the last 25 years, 
‘views undoubtedly are those of the contractors 
general. 

Mt is a fact the recent convention of the American Fed- 
ion of Labor at Detroit endorsed the five-day weelx 
1 general program,” Mr. Craig asserted. “There is no 
bt” he continued, “the first effort will be made in the 
ding industry. In fact, the shorter week already has 
in started in some cities, where the contractors weren't 
nized in strong associations. Various arguments ad- 


—_ 


vanced by leaders of building trades for the shorter work 
week are ridiculous. Why, right at the present time the 


high wage rates and the cost of building materials make 
the financing of large projects or even residences and other 
types of building almost prohibitive.” 


Mr. Craig said in Chicago there are approximately 90,000 
building trades men. The forty-hour week in the local 
building industry would add millions of dollars annually 
to the cost of Chicago building. 


FAMILY WAGE 

The New South Wales Labor Government has 
decided to introduce an Endowment Bill, providing 
for married men to receive an additional wage of 6s. 
per week for each child. It is estimated that the 
plan will cost the State and employers £7,000,000 
(35 million dollars, in round figures) per annum. 

Commenting on this proposition, the Catholic Press of 
Sydney, Nase Wien declares : “We believe that the system 
indicated by Mr. Piddington (author of the Wage Report 
and advocate of the Family Endowment) will be the ulti- 
mate solution of the eternal wage problem in modern in- 
dustrialism. It has been tried in France, and found to 
be workable. It removes one of the selfish motives which 
are at the root of race suicide, although we believe that 
the strongest influence in this dreadful crime is less eco- 
nomic than social. It merits the close attention of public 
men, if any of them are capable of rising above the paltry 
intrigues of party politics. Our State Industrial Commis- 
sioner, who has often been derided as a doctrinaire—a 
dreamer of impracticable panaceas—has in this instance 
brought the public face to face with a real issue of the 
greatest importance.” 


MINIMUM WAGE 

The validity of the first order under the male 
Minimum Wage Act of British Columbia, which 
had been challenged by the British Columbia Lum- 
bermen’s Association, has been upheld by the Court 
of Appeals of the Province. The judgment dealt 
with an appeal against the conviction by lower 
courts of a lumber firm for paying employes less 
than 40 cents an hour, the rate fixed by the Mini- 
mum Wage Board for the lumber industry. 

Counsel for the company contended the Board should 
conduct a systematic inquiry into all industry before mak- 
ing an order. The Court of Appeals held this was not 
a sound construction of the Act which intended that .the 
Board should hold inquiries and make orders from time 
to time, otherwise the Act would be unworkable. 


CHAIN STORES 

Sales of twelve leading chain store companies for 
1926 total more than $660,000,000, a new high rec- 
ord for all time. December, the busiest month for 
these stores, broke all records with a total business 
of more than $110,000,000, or more than one-sixth 
of the total business for the entire year. - 

The actual total reported by the twelve leaders in the. 
chain-store world was $660,092,150, marking a gain of $80,- 
OSE or 13.9 per cent over the $579,209,013 reported 
in G 


PROMOTION OF AGRICULTURE Red 

The degree of Bachelor of Science in Dairying, 
believed to be the only one of the kind in the em- 
pire, has been established in England’s youngest 
university in the City of Reading. 

Reading is the center of a big dairying industry and 
there the British Dairy Institute was organized forty years 
ago to conduct researches in order to put British dairying 
on a scientific basis equal to that of the famous European 
dairy countries. 
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Central-Blatt and Social Justice 


Als Monatsschrift veroffentlicht von der Central-Stelle 
des Central-Vereins, 3835 Westminster Place, St. 
Louis, Mo, 


Pater Anton Maria Schwartz. 


Jedes Jahrhundert hat seinen Orden. Die 
Probleme der Zeit finden immer ihre Meister, die 
soziale Frage des 19. und 20. Jahrhunderts eben- 
so wie die friherer Jahrhunderte. In Wien ent- 
stand so im Zusammenhang mit der katholisch- 
konservativen und christlich-sozialen Bewegung 
der 80er und 90er Jahre die Calasantiner-Kon- 
gregation, die “Kongregation ftir die christlichen 
Arbeiter” (C. p. op. ch.), gegriindet 1889 von 
P. Anton Maria Schwartz (geb. 1852). Der 
Zweck der Genossenschaft sind ‘‘die Liebeswerke 
der leiblichen und geistigen Barmherzigkeit an 
dem Arbeiter-und Handwerkerstand, besonders 
der Arbeiter-und Handwerkerjugend.” Sowohl 
der katholisch-konservative Adel als auch die re- 
ligiosen und politischen Fithrer der christlich- 
sozialen Bewegung, ein P. Heinrich Abel, S. J., 
oder ein Karl Lueger, forderten die junge Kon- 
gregation; vor ihren Interessen verstummten die 
Gegensatze der beiden katholischen Richtungen. 


Der Grundgedanke der Calasantiner-Kongre- 
gation, die an den Piaristenorden des hl. Joseph 
von Calasanza ankniipft und damit beweist, wie 
lebensfahig auch alte Orden in neuer Zeit sein 
konnen, ist die Jugendftirsorge, speziell die Lehr- 
lingsfursorge; es sollen die jungen Arbeiter und 
Handwerker in Internaten und Externaten er- 
fasst und fir das moderne Grosstadtleben er- 
zogen werden; sie sollen ferner ihr spateres 
Leben in der Form von marianischen Kongre- 
gationen, Herz Jesu Oratorien, religidsen Stan- 
des-und Berufsvereinen, in summa eines dritten 
Ordens der Calasantiner-Kongregation, dem 
Geist, der sie erwahlt und erzogen hat, ver- 
bunden bleiben. Ein fruchtbares Programm,— 
-bindet es doch einzelne Menschen des Hand- 
werker-und Arbeiterstandes fiir ihr Leben an die 
Gebete und Arbeiten, die guten Meinungen und 
_ guten Werke eines Ordens, verwachsen doch auf 
diesem Wege eine geistliche Gepntemasanck und 
ein Stiick modernes, handwerkliches und indus- 
trielles Erwerbsleben zu einem festen Ganzen. 
Die Erziehungsprinzipien der Calasantiner, die 
den Gedanken der sittlich-religissen Persénlich- 
und der Familie in die Mitte stellen, gewahr- 
n, dass ein entsprechender Theil derjenigen, 
das Calasantinerwerk kennen lernen, den 


_ ihres dritten Ordens. Jat 
, i . p43 a ae 


auch als sozial-wirthschaftliche zu verwirkliche 
koste es noch so viele Opfer, vielleicht das M 
tyrium eines Lebens. Nur diese beiden§ 
danken konnen die Frucht der Calasanting 
padagogik sein. 
Die Calasantiner-Kongregation ist von @ 
Personlichkeit eines einzigartigen Priesters 
schaffen und getragen. Erftllt vom Geist 
Heiligen Benedikt und Bernhard, Ignatius ¥ 
Loyola, Vinzenz von Paul und Joseph von Ca 
sanza, war es das Ziel, das sich P. Schwa 
setzte, den-Geist dieser Manner und Ordé 
stifter zusammenzufassen, um dadurch—ni 
die Welt zu erobern, sondern den Verachtete 
den Werthlosesten in der modernen Gesellscha 
der Jugend jener Klasse, die das Opfer ¢ 
modernen Industrialismus ist, der Handwerk 
und Arbeiterjugend zu Hilfe zu eilen. Wichtige 
als die Probleme des Protestantismus fiir ( 
Kirche des 16. Jahrhunderts sind die Problem 
des modernen sozialen Lebens, des Industriali 
mus, Kapitalismus und Sozialismus_ ftir 
Kirche der Gegenwart. P. Schwartz ist ei 
der ersten, die es fassten, dass auch ftr d 
Probleme die Losungen nicht in politischen Pe 
teien, sondern in religidsen Orden gegeben sing 
Wunderbar ist das Vertrauen, das ihn seing 
Orden griinden und vergréssern, sein. sichere 
Einkommen aufgeben und sich einem Beruf w 
men liess, der so aussichtslos und uneintragh@é 
war wie moglich. Ohne jede wirthschaftlic 
Grundlage, lediglich im Bewusstsein dieses § 
nes Berufes fasste P. Schwartz den Entschl 
zu seinem Werke und fihrte es mit Hilfe seit 
Freunde aus den konservativen Adels-und Hand 
werkerkreisen, die er sich durch sein Gebet ¢ 
rungen hatte, Schritt fiir Schritt bergan, sodas 
es heute nach einer Generation schon sieben Si 
lungen, davon drei in Wien, umfasst. Di 
Muth, der das Gottvertrauen der Ordensstift 
in die Grosstadt verpflanzte, ist der Nachfol 
wurdig; er ist vielleicht der starkste Kraftqu 
im Erziehungssystem der Calasantiner, ein 
tender Anker fiir jene, die als Arbeiter — 
Handwerker des 19. und 20. Jahrhunderts 
Leben lang von der Hand in den Mund leben 4 
niemals wissen, wohin sie das Schicksal 
technisch-wirthschaftlichen Entwicklung tre 


Das Vorbild, das P. Schwartz diesen Men: 


gab, seine Unbekiimmertheit um die 
nisse, seine Unbedingtheit in der Hi: 
den Beruf, den ihm Gott gab, das ist ‘ 
liche Organisationsprinzip der Cal: 
Kongregation und des Calasantine1 


» Der Geist, der mit 
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n so aufzufassen, mit solchem Heroismus, 
her Hingabe, solchem Opfersinn zu betreuen, 
\ware es ein priesterlicher Beruf, ein geist- 
2s Familienthum. Wenn nun eine geistliche 
ilie und ein geistlicher Vater das Opfern 
Leiden. fur das geistliche Berufs-und Fami- 
teben so vorleben, dann kann es an Nach- 
ern nicht fehlen, sollte auch, wie 6fters in 
Geschichte der Orden, der Tag der Ernte 
it vor dem Heimgang des Vaters und Stifters 
imen. Die Familienhaftigkeit des Werkes, 
Vaterlichkeit seines Stifters, das sind die 
eenden Momente der Calasantiner-Kongrega- 
, dadurch fthren sie in das familien-und va- 
ose moderne Leben einen Gedanken ein, ohne 
dieses in Zersetzung und Faulnis zugrunde 
‘en musste. 


¢s ist kein Zweifel, dass die katholische Ak- 
., so sehr sie die hierarchische Kirche in den 
edergrund stellt, sozusagen der dritte Orden, 
_Laienorganisation der hierarchischen Kirche 
der Orden, die ihr dienen, durchaus nicht 
pehren kann. Die Calasantiner-Kongregation 
‘ein Stick vorweggenommener katholischer 
tion, ihr Problem ist die Proletarierseelsorge. 
ssem Kardinalproblem des Katholizismus der 
renwart konnen nur Priester dienen, die vom 
rdacht parteipolitischer Thatigkeit vollig frei 
1 und deren Opferleben weithin leuchtet. 
2dem gab es Handwerker und Arbeiter, gab 
seinen Lehr-, Wehr-und Nahrstand. Heute 
es nur mehr Proletarier. Die Stande sind 
>in allen Landern zerstampft, der sogenannte 
ttelstand eine Karikatur. In dieser Lage ge- 
ant die Proletarierseelsorge entscheidende Be- 
itung. So nothwendig sich Bischofe und 
rrer mit ihr befassen mitssen, so zweckmassig 
ses, wenn sich ein Orden ihr vorbildlich wid- 
t 

3s giebt eine doppelte Proletarierseelsorge, 
er sagen wir kurz, Seelsorge des modernen 
nschen; die eine, die dem Einzelnen nachgeht, 
1 die Sakramente spendet, und die andere, die 
itten des modernen Lebens einen neuen so- 
len Kosmos, eine neue soziale Kreatur auf- 
t, eine Insel des sozialen Friedens und der 
tialen Ordnung, ein Vorbild der Vaterlichkeit 
{1 der Familienhaftigkeit, des katholischen 
+ufsbewusstseins und der katholischen Berufs- 


isgiebt, dass sie nicht nur um der Einzelnen, 
ndern auch um der in sakramentalen Ehen 
c elnden Familien willen da ist und ihre 
itksamkeit entfaltet. Das Mittel hiefiir ist die 
-holische Aktion, die Organisation der katholi- 
nen Laien in der Kirche, die nothwendig das 
miliale Prinzip in die Mitte riickt. 


Ein Orden, der der katholischen Aktion dient, 
wird daher ebenso nothwendig das familiale 
Prinzip starker betonen mussen als die bisheri- 
gen Orden. Ja ein solcher Orden wird in dieser 
Hinsicht sogar mehr thun konnen, mehr thun 
mussen als die katholische Aktion selbst. Ist 
es namlich der katholischen Aktion selbt nur 
moglich, die sozial-wirthschaftlichen und kultur- 
politischen Postulate des katholischen Volkes 
auf dem Boden der gegebenen Staats-und Ge- 
sellschaftsordnung zu vertreten und nicht diese 
selbst zu verbessern, etwa in Richtung der Ent- 
proletarisierung, kann demnach die katholische 
Aktion selbst niemals das Programm der Ent- 
proletarisierung schlechthin zu dem ihren ma- 
chen, so hat im Gegensatz hiezu ein Orden, der 
direkt in die soziale Problematik hineingreift, 
nicht nur die Moéglichkeit, sondern im gegebenen 
Fall die Pflicht, insofern entschiedener zur end- 
giltigen Losung der sozialen Frage, der moder- 
nen Sklavenfrage, beizutragen, als er berufen ist, 
den modernen Menschen die Bedeutung der 
Personlichkeit und der Familie fur das soziale 
Leben so sehr einzuscharfen, dass diejenigen, 
die die intellektuelle und physische Kraft hiefur 
besitzen, zum Entschluss kommen konnen, die- 
sen beiden sozialen Werthen ihr Leben priester- 
lich zu weihen. Wer aber einmal so weit ist, 
dass er die das soziale Leben gestaltende Be- 
deutung der Faktoren Persénlichkeit und Fami- 
lie voll erfasst, und sich entschliesst, ihrer 
Fleischwerdung in der politischen und 6konomi- 
schen Sphare zu dienen, der hat eben auch schon 
Wesen und Werth der Entproletarisierung er- 
kannt. 

Dr. Ernst Kart, WINTER (WIEN). 


——* 


Historische Gestalten und 
Bewegungen 
Sozialpolitische Betrachtungen. 

VAL, 


Der heute fast vergessene Staatsrechtslehrer 
Simonde de Sismondi macht in einer seiner Schrif- 
ten die geistreiche Bemerkung, in gewissen Aristo- 
kratien haben jene, die das Regiment in Handen 
hatten, jede Zurschaustellung ihrer Macht, wie 
ihres Ansehens und ihres Wohlstandes sorgfaltig 
vermieden. Und zwar in der Absicht, nicht den 
Neid und den Widerstand des Volkes herauszu- 
fordern. 

Sismondi erklart: “Sie wollten zwar den 
Regierten Achtung und Furcht vor den Regieren- 
den einpragen, allein zu gleicher Zeit suchten sie 
die Personen zu verwischen und den Gemuthern 
nur die abstrakte Idee der Republik, oder ihr Bild, 
z.B. den Lowen von St. Markus und den Baren 
von Bern, darzustellen; kein Name wird vorange-_ 
stellt, und durch die Sitten sucht man eine doppelte 
Gleichheit, eine zwischen allen denen, welche 
befehlen, und eine andere zwischen allen denen, 
welche gehorchen, zu erstreben. Zu diesem Ende 
haben die Aristokratien die Aufwandsgesetze erfun- 
den, damit die Senatoren, ihre Frauen, oder ihre 
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Kinder nie die Eifersucht des Volkes durch ihre 
Kleider oder ihre EKquipagen erregen mochten.”’) 

Der in der Geschichte Italiens und der Schweiz 
bewanderte Gelehrte behauptet des weiteren, in 
den Aristokratien genannter Art ‘“durfte man in 
der Stadt nur ein einfGrmiges, schlichtes, schwarzes 
Kleid tragen; die Venetianer fitigten noch die 
Gewohnheit bei, sich offentlich stets nur mit einer 
Maske zu zeigen, damit ein Reicher oder ein Mach- 
tiger nicht einmal den Gedanken haben konnte, 
durch aussere Pracht zu glanzen.’”) In krassem 
Widerspruch zu dieser Politik stehen die Lebens- 
gewohnheiten der modernen Bourgeoisie, deren 
IOrderung des Luxus Prof. Werner Sombart fiir 
eine der Hauptquellen des neuzeitlichen Kapitalis- 
mus halt. Der Bourgeois weiss nichts von jener 
Zuruckhaltung, die sich die Vornehmen in den alten 
Aristokratien auferlegten. Nach seinem Siege 
liber den ersten und zweiten Stand, beginnt er, als 
echter Empork6mmling, sofort seinen zum grossen 
Theil mit unlauteren Mitteln erworbenen Reich- 
thum zur Schau zu stellen. Er afft den Hof und 
den Adel, die er beide noch gestern bekampft hatte, 
nach, und zwar nicht nur in Kleidung und allge- 
meiner Lebensweise, sondern auch bei der Ausge- 
staltung seiner Wohnung, des Biirgerhauses, zur 
herrschaftlichen Villa und zum _ Palais. Ein 
grosser Theil der Geschmacklosigkeit des 19, Jahr- 
hunderts ist darauf zuriickzuftihren, dass der 
Reiche prunken wollte, ohne im allgemeinen die 
Vorbedingungen erftillen zu k6nnen, tiber die der 
Auftraggeber, der grosse Wohnungen, Prunkmdbel 
und Geschirre, edle Geschmeide, und andere derlei 
Dinge in Arbeit giebt oder fertig kauft, verfiigen 
sollte. Auf diese ungesunde Nachahmungssucht 
ist u.a., wie die Zimmerhohe in den alten Wohn- 
hausern wohlhabender Kaufleute und Industrieller 
unseres Landes, die bis zu zwo6lf und vierzehn 
Fuss ausgedehnt wurde, auch die Grosse der 
Portraits der Manner und Frauen, die diese kalten 
Raume bewohnten, zuriickzufithren. Man hatte die 
Sale der Fiirstenschlosser und das Format der 
Fiirstenbildnisse noch im Sinn, weil man eben in 
allem und jedem den Luxus und den Prunk jener 
Klasse, die man gestiirzt hatte in der grossen Revo- 
lution, nachzuahmen bestrebt war. 


Dabei tbersah man vollig, dass dieses Prunken 
und Prahlen den neuen, den vierten Stand, die 
wachsenden Scharen der Lohnarbeiter, die Un- 
gleichheit in der Lage der Arbeitgeber und der 
Arbeitnehmer desto schafer empfinden lassen miisse, 


-weil die Bourgeoisie die Emanzipation vom ersten 


und zweiten Stand mit dem Rufe: “Freiheit, Gleich- 
heit, Briiderlichkeit!” in Szene gesetzt hatte. 
Unzweifelhaft ist der Gluth der sozialistisch-kom- 
munistischen Bewegung durch diese Haltung des 
dritten Standes im Laufe des letzten Jahrhunderts 
immer wieder neue Nahrung zugefithrt worden. 
Wahrend andererseits die vielen Bestrebungen von 
Seiten der Arbeitgeber, durch solche Mittel wie 


=) Fucschadeen uber die Verfassungen der freien 
Volker, von J. C. L. Simonde von Sismondi. Frankfurt 
a. M., 1837. S. 271. *) Ebend., S, 272. 
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_ bezahit, und deren giebt es viele, und dem Finke 


Betheiligung am Keinertrag des Unternehmen 
Familienlohne, Arbeiterausschtisse, usw, die unte 
den Arbeitern herrschende Unzufriedenheit Y 
besanftigen, ihren Zweck verfehlten, weil diese doe 
stets den aufs hdchste gesteigerten Luxus @e 
Reichen vor Augen hatten, und daraus beides, d@ 
3ewusstsein und die Kenntnis schopften, ma 
versuche sie mit Brosamen abzuspeisen, und zwa 
vor allem in der Absicht sie gefiigiger zu machét 


‘Stellte schon das vom dritten Stand aufgerichtet 
Gleichheitsprinzip an ihn fast wunuberwindbat 
Schwierigkeiten, als die Auswirkungen des okone 
mischen J aberalismus sich bekundeten, so vet 
scharfte sowohl das gesteigerte Profitstreben, al 
auch die Lebensweise cer Angehorigen der Bott 
geoisie, fortgesetzt die Gegensatze zwischen Arbeit 
gebern und Arbeitnehmern, Reich und Arm, odéi 
richtiger ausgedrtickt, zwischrn den Besitzern de 
werbenden Kapitals und den Massen der besitzlosé 
Proletarier. Denn dazu sanken die Lohnarbeité 
nur zu rasch herah, wid zwar nicht nur in Englane 
dem klassischen Lande des 6konomischen Liberalig 
mus, sondern auch in allen Landern Europas, dene 
das. Vorhandensein von Kohle und Eisen, Geld 
kapital und “Handen” die Moglichkeit bot, si¢ 
der neuen Wirthschaft in die Arme zu werfeé 
Wenn unser Land wenigstens theilweise von dé 
schlimmsten Folgen der kapitalistischen Wirth 
schaftspraxis verschont wurde, so ist das zum 
betrachtlichen Theil auf die riesige Offentlich 
Domane zurtickzuftthren, jene weiten Landstreck 


das sich der alternde Faust vorgesetzt und dem @ 
selbst als er von Blindheit heimgesucht war, seit 
Krafte weihte. Allerorten auf dem Lande, uw 
der Farm selbst und in Dorfern, findet man auc 
heute noch Manner und Frauen, die einst in unsere 
Grosstadten lebten und arbeiteten nach ihrer 

wanderung, oder dort von eingewanderten Elten 
geboren wurden. An Stelle der Landflucht 01 
heute, wog ehemals der Landhunger vor, und di 
die Regierung viele Millionen Acker des bestet 
Landes zu vergeben hatte, so wirkte dieser Lane 
reichthum als ein ausgleichender Faktor, der da 
gewahrte, was Leo XIII. in der Encyclika “Rert 
Novarum” als anzustrebendes Ideal hinstellt, ¢ 
Moglichkeit, einem fleissigen, sparsamen Arbeite 
einen eigenen Landbesitz zu sichern. 


Nun sind auch bei uns diese Zeiten vorbei, wah 
rend andererseits die Angehdrigen der besitzende 
Klasse in zunehmendem Masse Luxus. treib 
Ejinstweilen ist sich die Masse des Volkes allerdin 
noch nicht bewusst, welch ungeheuerer Absta 
zwischen dem EKinkommen einer Familie besteht, « 
zwichen_ fiinfzehn und fiinfundzwanzig ‘Tause 
Dollar Miethe fiir ihr New Yorker Apartme 
men nicht nur des ‘Tageléhners, sondern auch 
Farmpachters, dessen gesamter Besitz, Kleider t 
armseliger Hausrath einbegriffen, nicht einmal h 
dert Dollars betragt. Und wahrend man seit m 
reren Jahren alle mdglichen Griinde fiir die 
schreckende Zunahme der Verbrecher und des V 
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herthums aufzahlt, ubersieht man vollig den 
stand, dass der ubertriebene Luxus der Ange- 
pgen einer Klasse der Gesellschaft stets in den 
rren Klassen eine Reaktion hervorruft, die sich 
ir anderm in der gesteigerten Zahl der Ver- 
hen aussern mag. In welcher Weise diese 
‘ktion in die Erscheinung tritt, hangt von einer 
ve von Umstanden ab, unter denen der Volks- 
sakter von wesentlicher Bedeutung ist. Ebenso 
Dauer des Elendes, das der Luxus erzeugt. + 


Vahrend das Proletariat Englands in der letzten 
ffte des 18. und der ersten Halfte des 19. Jahr- 
derts vollkommen versank, so dass es nur ganz 
vahmsweise zu Emporungen kam gegen die un- 
eschlichen Zustande, die uns aus den Parlaments- 
ueten bekannt sind, muss man bei unserem 
ke noch auf Generationen hinaus mit einem 
ywahrenden Aufbaumen gegen die zunehmende 
thschaftliche Ungleichheit und ihre Folgen 
ynen miissen. E's ist nicht von ungefahr, dass 
‘Rauber es hauptsachlich auf Banken und ahn- 
Institute abgesehen haben, und in den Gross- 
iten auffallender Weise viel G6fters Chain Stores 
rfallen (in St. Louis bevorzugen sie geradezu 
Kroger Stores), und dass sie dfters Tendenzen 
‘Munde fithren, die an gewisse Ausspriiche be- 
amter deutscher und italienischer Rauber aus 
218. Jahrhundert erinnern, die ja auch mit Vor- 
ce Wohihabende beraubten. 


Yer europdische Polizeistaat halt eine derartige 
scheinung vollig in Schranken. Dagegen vermag 
dem Sozialismus und Kommunismus_ keine 
uernden Damme entgegenzusetzen. Die in die 
gen springende dkonomische Ungleichheit wird 
n die Frage nach einer gleichmassigeren Ver- 
ilung des Besitzes nirgends mehr zur Ruhe 
gen lassen, so lange der offenkundige, mit dem 
3itz getriebene Missbrauch allen jenen, die sich 
t der vielen Vortheile des werbenden Kapitals 
tilhaftig machen kénnen, die Folgen ihres Ent- 
ptseins andauernd und schmerzlich ins Bewusst- 
a rufen wird. Und zwar nicht zuletzt infolge des 
ssittlichen Aufwandes, den die Reichen treiben, 
., zu allem Uberfluss, als Produzenten von Luxus- 
tren, die Armen zu verfihren trachten im In- 
resse des Kapitalgewinns, ebenfalls Luxus zu trei- 
un. Gerade dieser Umstand, der in unserem Lande 
offenkundig in die Erscheinung tritt, dem ein 
osser Theil des Annoncenwesens dient, wird zum 
Ihluss die sozialen Gegensatze verscharfen und 
Hen wahren sozialen Frieden verhindern. 
‘Niemals wird es méglich sein, das kiinstlich ge- 
igerte Luxusbediirfnis weiter Volkskreise in 
ner diese .zufriedenstellenden Weise zu befrie- 
wen, Auch in diesem Falle wachst der Appetit 
thrend des Genusses. Bleiben den Besitzlosen, 
» stets die grosse Mehrzahl der Burger eines 
indes bilden werden, dauernd die Mittel versagt, 
EF: en Reichen gleichzuthun, oder kommen Zeiten, 
* zur Einschrankung auffordern, so ist die pri- 
{ © wie Offentliche Unzufriedenheit fertig. Die 
jerne Bourgeoisie wird ernten, was pi eae ! 


Wenn die C. St. immer wieder vor dem warnt, 
was man in unserem Lande “Increase of Federal! 
Power” genannt hat, so beruht das auf den 
Erfahrungen der Geschichte im allgemeinen und 
jenen im besonderen, die unser Volk nach Eintritt 
der Ver. Staaten in den Weltkrieg machte. Mit 
wahrhaft russicher Willkiir hat von Ende Marz 
1917 an bis in das Jahr 1919 hinein die Bundesregie- 
rung die ihr gewahrte Macht missbraucht, im vol- 
ligen Gegensatz zu den Traditionen unseres Volkes 
und dem Geiste der Bundesverfassung. 


Was damals epidemisch auftrat, kodnnte, bet 
fortgesetzter Entwicklung zum Staatsabsolutismus, 
endemisch werden. Daher bekampften wir im 
Laufe der letzten zehn Jahre drei wichtige Vorlagen: 
die Smith-Towner Bill (zuletzt Curtis-Reed Bill 
genannt) ; die Sheppard-Towner Maternity Bill, und 
das Child Labor Amendment. 


Wohin Centralisation und Bureaukratie, ohne 
die der Staatsabsolutismus nicht gut florieren kann, 
fiihren, beweist eine Anordnung des preussischen 
Wohlfahrtsministers Hirtsiefer (Centrum). Wie 
“Die Menschheit” in der Ausgabe von 7. Jan. d.J. 
mittheilt, brachte er einen besonderen Erlass 
heraus, der den Gemeinden verbietet, den Arbeits- 
losen Weihnachtsbeihilfen zu gewahren. “Die 
Verstaatlichung des sozialen Pflichtgefithls im 
preussischen Centralismus,” erklart die genannte 
pacificistische Zeitschrift, “bekommt allmahlich so 
scharfen Ausdruck, dass selbst der Arbeiterschaft 
nach und nach die Augen aufgehen. Man denke, 
der Staat, dies kalteste aller Ungeheuer (Nietzsche), 
verbietet der sozialen Gemeinschaft sich ihrer 
engeren arbeitslosen Gemeindemitglieder tiber das 
ach so geringe Minimum der staatlichen Unterstu- 
zung hinaus anzunehmen. Eine Verftgung aus 
Berlin setzt im Gemeindebereich das soziale Ge- 
wissen auf Hungerration und verbietet die Freiwil- 
ligkeit, also gerade das, was jeder sozialen That erst 
den inneren Werth verleiht. O du armes. in Preus- 
sen ausser Land gejagtes Christkind! Und o weh, 
Du noch viel armeres Preussen! Es ist sicher kein 


Zufall, dass im Lande des hiartesten Staatsabso- - 


lutismus, der politschen Machtdogmatik, das geistige 
Absterben des sozialen Gewissens, dessen hellster 
Ausdruck das Christkind ist, nun auch dem 
blédesten Auge erkennbar wird. 
offenbart, sind Zersetzungerscheinungen des 
menschlichen Ztusammenlebens, die dem Historiker 
aus dem Zusammenbruch der antiken Welt ‘nur 
allzu deutlich bekannt sind.” 

Dass es ausgerechnet ein “Staatsmann” des 


Centrums sein musste, der eine solche Verfugung - 


erliess, wird nur befremden, wer sichyader 
Erkenntnis der staatssozialistischen Tendenzen, 
denen die Centrumspartei seit Jahrzehnten 


huldigte, verschloss. Nicht ganz mit Unrecht 

erklart. “Die Menschheit,’ ohne den historischen 

Werdegang zu beriihren, aber mit Hinweisung auf 
(Schluss a. S. 395) 


Was sich hier 
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Cluny, im Southern Ili 
One-Time Benedictine Priory 


i 
ou 


Who has not, at some time or other, considered 
it strange that the Savior began His public teach- 
ing after He had attained His thirtieth year? How 
much good could the Redeemer of mankind not 
have achieved if He had entered upon His public 
life at an earlier time and had not permitted Him- 
self to be crucified until, say, He had attained the 
age of forty or sixty? In view of what they achieved 
in the short span of their lives, what might not a 
St. Thomas Aquinas, a St. Francis of Assissi, and 
other champions of the Faith have accomplished if 
God had given them many years, a long even-tide 
of life? When such thoughts come to me, | find 
the answer in the words of St. Paul: ‘“O the depth 
of the riches of the wisdom and of the knowledge of 
God! How incomprehensible are His judgments, 
and how unsearchable His ways!” (Rom. 11, 33). 


One may be tempted to.ask: What was the Di- 
vine purpose in bringing it about that a Benedictine 
monastery was established in southern Illinois in 
1892 only to be discontinued eleven years later? 
I know of no other answer than: “Incomprehensi- 
ble are the judgments of God and unsearchable are 
His ways.” In 1903 the conventual community at 
Cluny removed to Saskatchewan in Canada, and 
there, reinforced by Benedictines from St. John’s 
Abbey at Collegeville, Minnesota, founded St. 
Peter’s monastery, which as early as 1921 was ele- 
vated to the rank of an abbey nullius and is a source 
of incalculable blessings. In the course of the 
eleven years at Cluny the later Canadian Benedic- 
tines were possibly winnowed as wheat is winnowed, 
and tried as gold is tried by fire. At any rate, 
Cluny in southern Illinois was a thorough prepara- 
tory school for the founders of the Canadian 
house, a rigorous noviciate, well adapted to pre- 
pare them for the pioneer work awaiting them in 
Saskatchewan. | 
Some 24 miles north of Cairo, 340 miles south of 
Chicago, and 108 miles from Belleville in Illinois, 
on the Illinois Central Railroad, lies the-town of 
-Wetaug, numbering some 100-150 souls. According 
to an item published in the Du Quoin Tribune early 

882, Wetaug, in Pulaski County, named after a 
chusetts village, which bore this Indian appel- 
mn, had 200 inhabitants, one school, two churches, 
1otel, two general stores, three sawmills, two of 
at some distance from the town but 
heir products t etaug 


| feet in summer. 
to market or | thot 
ith a capacity | 


lating, with gentle elevations here and there, no 
of which, however, could not be cultivated. Wh 
was the chief product, but corn and oats were 
grown extensively, while fruit and veget 
yielded good returns. The water supply was exe 
lent and the general health condition very goo 
very probably due in large measure to the puri 
of the water. Large shipments of lumber for but 
ing purposes were made—white oak, burr oak, f 
black and turkey oak, hickory, cypress, poplar, 
and boxwood, hard and soft maple, elm and 
Barrel staves and bungs were made and ship 
while cattle and hogs were also raised in the neig 
borhood and shipped from Wetaug. ¥ 


A paragraph of the article was devoted to a MW 
W. A. Hight, born in Virginia, who had come q 
Pulaski county in 1844 and had become one of ff 
largest land owners in this section, engaging active 
in farming on a large scale, and owning and opera 
ing the flour mill and a general store. He is sé 
to have contributed more than any other one m 
towards the development of the community and ft 
neighborhood, partly by his labors and example, 
which he proved what could be accomplished the 
and partly by inducing an industrious class of sé 
tlers to make their home in Wetaug and 4 
environs. 


The article is rather roseate, yet on the whole 
picture of Wetaug and surroundings is fairly ¢ 
rect. To the varieties of timber named many othet 
could be added, such as the wild fig, the whitis 
gleaming bark of which arrests the eye from afar, 1 
catalpa, whose white blossoms please the eye 
Spring and whose wood is well nigh indestructib 
the paw-paw which bears a sweet edible fruit; th 
chestnut, walnut, the mulberry tree, and others. 7 
number of inhabitants of Wetaug listed for 18 
is undoubtedly too high. ‘The water from the 
and open springs is truly pure and healthfu 
climate, however, is not favorable to health 
was a member of the Cluny community for 
years and I have never anywhere seen so 
persons suffering with fever as I found in so 
Illinois. ‘The article says nothing of the bo 
and swamps, breeding places of malaria, nor a 

heavy rainfalls, frequently coming down » 
terruption for several days in the spr 
regularly flooding the low country; 
rank growth of weeds on cult 
low meadow, rising to | 
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; fertile, indeed very fertile, while the climate, 
particularly the excessive heat in summer, is 
mely unhealthy, while the population are in 
need of religious. renewal. If the climate 
thealthy and if the defects named were absent 
the situation, southern Illinois would be a 
11Se. 
. W. A. Hight, named in the article referred to, 
Id an important part in the founding of the 
llictine monastery at Wetaug. Hight was born 
tchmond, Henrico County, Virginia, January 
820. When he was a child his parents mix 
li to Tennessee and later to Illinois, settling in 
1 County. In his youth, although a Protestant, 
ttended St. Mary’s College, in Perry County, 
ywhere the church services left a deep impres- 
con him. In 1838, just 18 years of age, this 
ttrious young man received from the Federal 
(ronment an appointment as Commissioner for 
mndian chief Ross, head of the Cherokee and 
<< tribes, when these tribes were sent into the 
rn Territory. At this time Hight purchased at 
Orleans supplies for the Indians to the value 
(6,000.00. ‘The chief was so well pleased with 
eervices Hight had rendered that he gave the 
man a very valuable gift and urged him to re- 
with the tribes. 
then the Illinois Central Railroad was built, 
tt was made an employee in the land depart- 
In 1844 he settled in Pulaski County and be- 
the first Post Master in the county. During 
“vil War he was Provost Marshal and in that 
sity always had an adequate number of men 
able for military service subject to call, so 
iit was not necessary to enforce conscription. 
tuse of his skill and business acumen he was 
ded to purchase large land holdings and to ac- 
- considerable wealth. Business and money- 
rng were indeed paramount with him. His wife 
-a Catholic, and he allowed himself to be bap- 
and admitted to the Catholic Church by Father 
Ibert Leist, O. S. B.; yet he did not live as a 
tical Catholic and died on January 14, 1894, 
ut having received the consolation of the 
reh, although Father Fidelis Busam O. S. B. 
shortly before death came, visited him and 
red to administer the sacraments. 
s early as 1880 Archabbot Boniface Wimmer, of 
'Vincent’s Abbey, in Pennsylvania, had con- 
-ed the establishment of a monastery of his 
er in southern Illinois. In order to investigate 
ospects for such an enterprise Father Engel- 
‘Leist O. S. B. undertook a journey to Wetaug 
likewise submitted his mission to Bishop Peter 
altes, of Alton, to whose diocese southern Illi- 
then belonged. Under date of January 31, 
Bishop Baltes thereupon wrote to Abbot Bont- 


vould be greatly pleased to have a residence of 
‘Order in my diocese, providing the laws of 
iocese governing the holding and administer- 
real estate by religious communities are ac- 
le and capable of being enforced. I have 
Father Engelbert O. S. B. a copy of these 


regulations. I hope you will find them acceptable.” 
Father Engelbert returned to St. Vincent’s from 
his tour of inspection on February 9, 1881, and re- 
ported that Mr. W. A. Hight had: offered a parcel 
of ground comprising 332 acres as a free gift for a 
Benedictine monastery, providing the Benedictines 
would erect an establishment at Wetaug. ‘The com- 
munity at St. Vincent’s accepted both the offer of 
the Bishop and of Mr. Hight and, in the course of 
the same year, 1881, sent the Reverend Fathers 
Engelbert Leist and Augustine Schneider to We- 
taug to take possession of the property and to in- 
crease their hoidings by purchasing adjoining land. 
Thus it came about that the deed executed by Mr. 
Hight on October 21, 1881, in favor of St. Vincent’s 
Abbey reads for 683 and not for 332 acres. St. Vin- 
cent’s paid $4,500.00 as purchase price. In 1884 
an additional 49.60 acres were purchased from Mr. 
Hight’s holdings, the price being $600.00. This 
land does not, as might be inferred from the article 
printed in the Du Quoin Tribune, lie several hun- 
dred feet west of the railroad station, but one and 
a half miles southeast of Wetaug. The soil is very 
fertile, yet little, scarcely one-third, was under cul- 
tivation, the rest being covered with a dense growth 
of timber and brush, Mr. Hight was a clever business 
man. By his gift, which is by no means as valuable 
as it may seem, he hoped not only to bring in the 
Benedictines, but also other settlers who would buy 
more of his extensive holdings. What he presented 
to the Benedictines he hoped to regain with interest 
from the settlers he expected to follow the coming 
of the monks. Apparently he made a present of a 
large parcel of ground to the Benedictines; how- 
ever, he reimbursed himself by the sale of addi- 
tional land to them, the price being high enough to 
compensate him for the original gift. Uncultivated 
land was cheap at that time and even good land 
could be purchased for less than $10.00 an acre. 


Archabbot Boniface Wimmer was a noble hearted 


-man. Prompted by his love for the German settlers 


he came to the United States on September 16, 
1846, and founded, under unspeakable privations 
and sacrifices, the first Benedictine house in North 
America, at Beatty in Pennsylvania. He was the 
St. Benedict of the new country. God alone knows 
how much good this man, this Blessed Man of God, 
this doer of good (Boniface) has done by the 
founding of the monastery for America and the 
Germans living in America. As solicitous as he was 
for the spreading of the gospel, so solicitous was he 
for the extenison of his Order. When he died on 
December 8, 1887, he could look with satisfaction 
upon the founding of five abbeys, numbering more 
than 200 priests and an equal number of lay broth- 
ers laboring in the vineyard of the Lord. It was his 
kindness and zeal for souls which led Abbot Boni- 
face to undertake the initial steps towards the estab- 
lishment of a new nucleus of the Order in southern 
Illinois. ‘The results were the acceptance of Mr. 
Hight’s offer, the purchase of additional land near 
Wetaug, the sending of two Fathers, Engelbert 
Leist and Augustine Schneider, and several lay 
brothers to Illinois. Bishop Baltes, on his part, also 
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entrusted St. Mary’s parish at Anna and St. Jo- 
seph’s parish at Cobden, both on the railroad and 
within a reasonable distance from Wetaug, to the 
care of the Fathers. Cobden was at that time a mis- 
sion, dependent on Anna. The following Fathers 
were stationed here from 1882 until October, 1894: 
Rev. Sylvester Yoerg, capitulary of St. Mary’s 
Abbey, Newark, N. J.; Rev. Paul Berens; Rev. 
Severin Laufenberg (later Capitulary of St. Ber- 
nard’s Abbey, Cullman, Ala.) ; Rev. Rhabanus Gut- 
mann and Rev. Alto Heer. 

Near the town of Wetaug, which at that time 
numbered two Catholic families, St. Joseph’s 
Church soon arose on a rise of land commanding a 
view of the entire settlement; Father Engelbert di- 
rected the work, in which Mr. Hight assisted. The 
building was a frame structure, 60x25 feet, crowned 
with an attractive tower. Mr. Hight donated the 
land; one acre, on which the church was erected; 
he later donated the site also for a Protestant 
church. Father Engelbert soon thereafter pur- 
chased 13 additional acres in the immediate sur- 
roundings of the church, of which the Benedictines 
donated one acre, for cemetery purposes, to the 
parish. The church was built during the winter of 
1881-1882, Father Engelbert performing the duties 
as pastor, since by that time Father Augustine had 
already returned to St. Vincent’s. The church was 
badly damaged by an earthquake in 1890 and like- 
wise by windstorms, so that, when the bells were 
rung, the entire building trembled and some of the 
plaster fell, while what remained was one maze of 
cracks. Besides attending to his parish duties in 
Wetaug and rendering assistance occasionally in 
other parishes of the diocese, Father Engelbert, with 
the help of the lay brothers, cultivated, as well as 
could be done, the 733.22 acres obtained from Mr. 
Hight for the purposes of the future monastery. 
By paying the taxes on an adjacent piece of prop- 
erty, the owner of which had left the neighborhood, 
he acquired title on August 5, 1890, to 80 additional 
acres. His mother kept house for him and the lay 
brothers; she had followed her son to Wetaug, had 
assisted him financially (to the extent of $1,800.00) 
and bore with him the hardships of pioneer life 
until her death in 1892. 

PY Pater Os. B. 


_ Mother Schervier and the Found: 
ing of the St. Raphael Society 


An address delivered on the occasion of the cele- 
bration held in honor of the memory of Ven. 
Mother Franziska Schervier on the fiftieth anniver- 
sary of her death, conducted in Aix-la-~Chapelle on 
Dec. 20, throws interesting light on the founding 
of the St. Raphael’s Society for the Protection of 
German Emigrants. ‘The speaker, Rt. Rev. Mser. 
Kreutz, President of the German Association of 
Charities, having alluded to the rapid spreading of 
the Congregation founded by Mother Franziska, in- 
cluding establishments in our country, continued by 


— 


“During her two trips to America,” Msgr. Krey 
told his audience, “she (Mother Schervier) 
come to realize the vicissitudes emigrants were si 
jected to both in the ports of embarkation and inf 
steerage during the voyage. She collected the fi 
funds with which Father Lambert Rethmann, ¢ 
first German Missionary among the emigrants) 
LeHavre, purchased the ground for the emigrat 
mission and chapel erected in that city. In the ye 
1865 the Superior General of the Franciscan § 
ters. Mother Franziska Schervier, called on Pe 
Paul Cahensly, a merchant of Limburg, now dé 
only seven years, who had lived in the Freq 
seaport mentioned for the purpose of obtaining t¢ 
knowledge of export-commerce. She laid bete 
him the particulars, relating what she had been af 
to observe during her trips to America, and ask 
him to appeal to the next annual meeting of ¢ 
Catholics of Germany, and all Catholic Germany, 
fact, to found an organization for the purpose” 
helping overcome the dangers and misery to whi 
the emigrants were exposed on shipboard.” ‘ 

Msgr. Kreutz went on to relate what the reade 
of Central Blatt know, that the Catholic Day, he 
in. Treves in 1865, considered this proposal a 
drafted resolutions with a view to safeguarding ft 
emigrants. These were submitted to various p 
lic authorities and shipping interests, while the < 
Joseph Society of Aix-la-Chapelle was entrust 
with conducting the business affairs connected wi 
this endeavor. “Six years more were to clap 
Msgr. Kreutz said in closing this particular par 
graph.of his address, “before, at last, there are 
what Franziska had contemplated, the St. Rap 
Society (1871). In America she also urged 
same cause successfully.””*) x 

Thus we have here another proof that the ¢ 
Raphael Society was a work of charity, conceivi 
for no other purpose than that of alleviating € 
distress of emigrants of German blood in # 
ports of embarkation, on shipboard and after th 
arrival in the New World. It is well to know tt 
this saintly woman, the foundress of the Poor §} 
ters of St. Francis, whose labors God has bless 
in so singular a manner, was one of the cel 
sponsors of this undertaking. 


Collectanea 


Among the jurists Mr. Scannell O’Neill « 
merates in the column: Catholic Makers of Ame 
ica, running in Our Sunday Visitor, we find one 
German origin: Samuel Ringgold Schley (1836-7 
According to the biographical data supplied by. 
O’Neill, who has devoted much time to seeking 
converts to the Church in our country, this mer 
of the Schley family died a novice of the Laza 
of Germantown, Pa. His family connections 
given as follows: a 

Son of Judge William 1799- 1e t 
of Rear Admiral W. S. Schley. Grendied aaa 
Samuel Ringgold (1770-1829), and Maria, daught 


a ) Gen. John Cadwalader (1742-86), of Phi hia, vi 
_ saying that she had even in a more direct manner ; tase ware 1 
_ influenced German charity, 
; * + ; 

i ae Y sgl “. ra os 7 a 4 me Nahe 


1) Aachener Rundschau, Dec, 20, 1926, part 1-2, No 
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Elizabeth, was the daughter of Colonel Edward 
711-70), of Wye House, and the aunt of Mrs. 
iis Scott Key. 


cere is an interesting reference to a priest bear- 
‘German name in the volume on the San Diego 
con by that indefatigable searcher in original 
ments, Father Zephyrin Engelhardt, O. F. M. 
[Third Burial Register of that mission, rescued 
destruction by the well-known Father Ubach 
jpaniard in spite of his German name), was 
m by a Rev. J. Chrysostom Holbein, of the 
rregation of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and 
7, Missionary Apostolic, on Nov. 9, 1849, 
ceording to Father Zephyrin, Father Holbein 
a similar little book for the baptisms. The 
tbaptism entered therein is dated July 24, 1849, 
2 seems to have remained at San Diego at least 
. few years, since our historian is able to report 
following note, discovered by him in a small 
ter begun by Father Holbein: 
m December 28, 1853, I took the remains of the 
_ Franciscan missionaries, whose names are not 
tn with certainty, buried in the presbytery of the 
th of the Mission of San Diego, converted into a 
ary barracks for the American soldiers. I placed 
pones of the said Fathers in one and the same 
and gave ecclesiastical burial on the same day in 
cemetery of the said mission. In witness whereof 
red this on the same day, month, and year.—J. 
. Holbein, Mis. Ap.”, 
rom the fact that Father Holbein was a mem- 
cof a religious congregation which, at least in 
Hime, was recruited mostly from among the 
ach people, we would judge that he was either a 
man from the Alsace, or perhaps Switzerland, 
his is a well-known patronymic in both 
‘tries. However that may be, he is certainly 
-of the earliest, or perhaps the earliest German 
jonary in California in the nineteenth century. 


ne oldest schoolbook published for the use of 
man parochial schools in this country, thus 
»btained for the historical library of the Cen- 
(Bureau, came to us recently from Mt. Tewett, 
It was found among a lot of magazines and 
<s sent to us by Miss Teresa Denslinger, and 
originally used by a member of the family 
hat name. 
he book was published in Baltimore by John 
“phy & Co., the well-known publishers, and 
yrighted in 1848 by Francis Fischer under the 
: Biblische Geschichte des Alten und Neuen 
tamentes zum Gebrauche der Katholischen 
ulen. However, our copy is ot the second 
on, printed in 1857. 
ur collection contains a number of other 
Ibooks for the use of German parochial 
ols, printed about that time, or even a little 
r; the fact of this Bible History having been 
ighted in 1848, makes it the oldest school- 
in our collection. Murphy & Co. seem to have 
ed a number of other German books, since 
is part of an advertisement preserved on the 
cover of the Bible History announcing that 


Fischer, who is probably the author of the book, 
was evidently a pedagogue, or at least wise enough 
to follow some good example. Every little once in 
a while half a page or so is printed in German 
or Latin script. This was done for the purpose 
of granting the children an opportunity to acquire 
the facility to read written communications. 

From the same source we obtained an interest- 
ing addition to our collection of Weningeriana, 
the fourth American edition of the “Month of 
Mary,” written by the great missionary. The 
book was published at Cincinnati by Kreuzburg 
& Nurre in 1857, under the title: Der Monat 
Maria, von F. X. Weninger, Priester der Gesell- 
schaft Jesu. 

There must be many more books of this kind 
around. Let us again urge our members to col- 
lect and send to us such documents from the pio- 
neer days of the German Catholic element in 
America. 


Rev. G. A. Miettinger, chaplain with the Union 
Army and temporary pastor at Old Point Comfort 
in 1861 and 1862, whose letters to the Wahrheits- 
freund of Cincinnati we recently published in these 
columns, was the recipient of a poem dedicated to 
him by a Union soldier. It was printed in the Cin- 
cinnati weekly named, in the issue of Feb. 12, 1862. 
According to a note affixed to it, it was written after 
Fr. Miettinger had performed the burial rites over 
the grave of a Catholic soldier. The poem follows ° 


GEDANKEN 


eines kath. Unions-Soldaten beim jetzigen Kriegs-Un- 
wesen. Gewidmet dem pattiotischen Feldkaplan 


Rev. Gustav Miettinger. 


Trag fliessen hin des “Soldiers” herbe Tage, 
Es fithlet sich yom last’gen Band das Herz 
Schwer eingeengt, und manche saure Plage 
Verwandelt jetzt die “erste Lust” in Schmerz! 
Der frische ‘Muth, ach! ist beinah’ vernichtet— 
Der Nativismus hat sich velbst gerichtet! 


Des Patriotismus Reiz weicht dem Gemeinen, 
Alltaglichen der starren Wirklichkeit ; 

Nur Schatten sieht mein Auge dort erscheinen, 
Wo kraftige Gestalten mich erfreut— 
Umsonst blick’ ich hinauf zu jenen Hohen— 
Im Tod’: will fast das Leben untergehen! 


Hohn wird und Trotz dem Edelsten geboten, 
Und offen feilscht des Nativismus Macht; 

Wo sie nicht hilft, flicht ihre Schlangenknoten 
Die List, gehiillt in triigerische Nacht. 

Die Falschheit strebt sich selber zu vergottern, 
Und in den Staub das Recht hinabzuschmettern. 


Doch bleib’ ich fest und stehe ohne Wanken, 
Zu Gott hinauf gerichtet meinen Blick, 

In’s Sonnenreich der himmlischen Gedanken, 
Und Sorg’ und Plag’ eilt hinter mich zuriick. 
Durch Ihn allein, wie’s unter uns auch sturmet, 
Erneut sich Union und bleibt geschirmet. 


Und sollt’ ich auch mein Leben opfern miissen 
In diesem brudermOrderischen Krieg, 
Vertrau’n und Muth gibt mir ein gut Gewissen, 
Ich eil’ von Schlacht und Tod zum ew’gen Sieg; 
Mein letzter Ruf: “Fiir Gott und Union!” 
Stirb freudig ich, der “Kirche” treuer Sohn. 
Go! : F. X. SAILER. 


Racine, 28. Jan. 
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The Central Verein and Catholic Action 


Officers of the Catholic Central Verein of America 


President, Charles Korz, Butler, N. J. 

First Vice-President, Henry Seyfried, Indianapolis, Ind. 

Second Vice-President, Joseph Schaefer, Springfield, III. 

Recording Secretary, Frank J. Dockendorff, La Crosse, 
Wis. 

Corr. and Financial Secretary, John Q. Juenemann, Box 
364, St. Paul, Minn. 


Treasurer, George Korte, St. Louis, Mo. 


Executive Committee: Rt. Rev. F. X. Unterreitmeier, 
Evansville, Ind.; John L. Sebald, Baltimore, Md.; 
Nic. Kluetsch, Chicago, Ill; H. Dittlinger, New 
Braunfels, Tex. The Major Executive Committee 
includes the Honorary President. of the C. V., the 
Presidents of the State Leagues and the President 
and Spiritual Director of the Catholic Women’s 
Union, 


Hon. President, M. F. Girten, Chicago, II. 


Communications intended for the Central Verein 
should be addressed to Mr. John Q. Juenemann, Box 
3064, St. Paul, Minnesota. 


All these works, of which Catholic laymen are the prin- 
cipal supporters and promoters, and whose form varies 
according to the special needs of each nation, and the par- 
ticular circumstances of each country, constitute what ts 
generally known by a distinctive and surely a very noble 
name: Catholic Action or Action of Catholics. 

Pius X. 


Fundamentals of Christian 
Solidarism 


Humanity is not a mass of individuals warring 
against one another .; the individual can only 
be fully developed in the groups and with the 
group. Christians are the Members of the Body 
of Christ, and they only participate in the Life 
of Christ by participating in the Life of the Body, 
which in no way prevents their intimate personal 
communion with Christ. Just as each member 

united to the Body is-influenced directly by the 
action of the soul which governs the Body, so the 
_ Christian united to the Church is influenced directly 


Bs ae the action of Christ who governs the Church. 


ANDRE DE BAVIER,in 
The Conversion of a Modernist. 


* Ok Ox — . 


eeing that the common good is to be preferred 
re one’s own, it would be praiseworthy to ex- 
> oneself and one’s family, even to the danger 
death, in or 

of the Church or State depe 


parish; but at the same time it asks them to 


F the hierarchy. 


| priest atending its conventions with 
| and privileges of a delegate. 
der to serve another on ale safety | 


The end and object of the modern indus 
world is—to put it plainly—money-making, p 
and simple. If it is the end which chiefly 
mines the spirit, what sort of spirit do you e 
to find in a world whose end is that? The ans} 
must be, the very spirit prevailing in the indi 
world at present—the spirit which we all depl 
and are most enxious to change. How is it to 
changed? ‘The end determines the spirit; if 3 
would change the spirit, change the end. For # 
sordid end which the industrial world at pres 
proposes to itself, substitute, if you can, a bet 
a worthier end—and that is Christ’s plan. 

FatHEerR Bampton, S. J.) 
in Christianity and Reconstructiog 


* KOK 


the well-instructed Cathi 
will never doubt that. And authority is of di 
origin; that is as clear as the noonday. It is $1 
likewise, that the poor we shall have always wi 
us, and that the one real Utopia borders the 
ther side of the river of death. But it is equ 
true that Catholic principles censure as crim 
the rich man’s scandalous waste of goods, for 
need of which his brother lies starving; that 
Church condemns as immoral the man who gr 
rich on usury, however thickly disguised; and 1 
God visits eternal punishment upon a board of 
rectors as surely as upon a‘secret society of as 
sins, though the first may have let the victi 
heart’s blood out with a majority stockholders’ 1 
instead of with a stiletto. 
JosEPpH McSor ey, C. S. P., 
in “The Cath. Layman and Social Refos 


Property is sacred; 


The State League and Some of Its Object 

: HS . 

The State League endeavors to inculcate into 
members of its societies a conviction of the 

sity of a full performance of duty towards 


their eyes also beyond the narrow parish hor 
and to lend their strength to endeavors w 
the work of the laity though they lie bey« 
parish boundaries. 

It seeks to foster co-operation between : 
cieties, and with the priests under the auth 1c 


It solicits the aid of the clergy and 


_ Co-operation betw 
gies are directed | 
se 
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rral Bureau, and of bearing back to them guid- 
| encouragement and enthusiasm for the per- 
cance of Catholic works large and small. 
| this wise and by other means the State League 
2s to bring about the realization, on the part 
[ members, of their full duty towards the cause 
me Church, which is the cause of Christ. It 
ito bring about the realization our Holy Father 
Pius XI longs for when he says in his En- 
cal Letter on the Kingship of Christ: “If.the 
fful were generally to understand that it be- 
kes them ever to fight courageously under the 
rer of Christ their King, then, fired with 
ktolic zeal, they would strive to win over to 
Lord those hearts that are bitter or estranged 
_ Him, and would valiantly defend His rights.” 
ask 


ese are, in a general way, the aims of the 
: League. Are they not laudable, practicable 
i? Are they not objects and ambitions that 
lid be above the sneer of supercilious indiffer- 
as well as above the pettiness of those who 
rate to co-operate on account of the annual 
i? Truly, the marvel is, not that our State 
ues are as strong as they are, but that they 
inot much stronger and able to engage still 
efficiently in the tasks they are pursuing. 
their purpose is so noble and useful that they 
a claim to the support of all who are well in- 
roned and who desire that these aims be attained. 
se who wish to follow the call of the Popes to 
solic Action must draw the conclusion that for 
action Catholic organization is necessary. 
bin its domain the State League is an approved 
i Catholic organization for Catholic Action. 
is a right to expect support and co-operation 
all Catholics within its limited field of organ- 
mn, which is that of American Catholics of 
onic blood. 


ksh Welfare Committees Promoted by Cath. 
—-. _Union of Mo. 
ig upon the conviction that our movement 
year fruit in action and deed, the Rev. Joseph 
ker, pastor of the parish of Our Lady of Per- 
Help in St. Louis, submitted a program of 
ity to the 1926 convention of the Cath. 
of Mo. In this program its author also 
at activity should begin at home, in the 
. surroundings, in the parish, while it is 
tion of the larger organization to co-ordi- 
lesirable, the active units and to inspire 


a serviceable prog 
3, Ur the | 


‘laboring directly under and with the pastor. 


exists. From these premises | 
ded ram | 


toward the consideration of that part which in- 
volves the functioning of the “Parish Welfare Com- 
mittee” in the city. With the help of Fr. Wentker’s 
outline of tasks to be performed and a report of 
one parish group, illustrating what they have done 
since the Fall of 1924, the committee have come 
to realize the possibilities of similar activities in a 
number of St. Louis parishes and to enlist the co- 
operation of some ten or twelve pastors in the 
project as far as their parishes are concerned. ‘T’o 
promote an understanding of the project the Cath. 
Union has had a leaflet printed, embodying the sam- 
ple report of the parish group referred to; the 
committee proposes to use the leaflet as a guide 
for its activities and as a means to spread under- 
standing and appreciation of what is contemplated. 


Roughly, the principle, upon which the endeavor 
is based, is that (1) the St. Vincent de Paul Con- 
ferences do not fully meet the need for all the cor- 
poral and spiritual works of mercy; and (2) we 
inay not wait for souls to come to us in their dis- 
tress, but we must go out and seek them. While 
the Vincent de Paul Conference is by no means 
eliminated, it rather being asked to co-operate, the 
task of seeking souls and leading them to the 
Church, the while employing all the necessary ap- 
proved means of temporal remedial and construc- 
tive relief, devolves upon the Welfare Coma 

his 
committee is a select group of girls, married women, 
or men, or a group in which all of these may be 
represented, qualified in the mind of the pastor for 
the delicate undertaking. Some of the cases han- 
dled and the methods employed are related in the 
Cath. Union leaflet, from which we glean that the 
pastor in the parish referred to had first of all 
urged that the charity practiced by these young 
ladies and the sodality, to which they belonged, 
should be extended beyond the circle of the known 
parish poor and the Catholic institutions whom the 


members had hitherto aided. An immediate result — 


was, thanks to the financial aid the pastor himself 


gave this group, that at Christmas time 1924 some — 


fifteen families, Catholic and non-Catholic, resid: 
within the parish confines, received aid from 
group. ‘The report continues with a typical ca: 
“Less than a week after Christmas attention was 
to a needy family (living on the river-front, a ne | 
hood avoided by most of the residents of that secti 
the city—Ed.). The father was not working an 
mother, too, was unable to obtain employment. * 
was reported to the St. Vincent de Paul 


J 


ae 


<> 
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of the family was recently received into the Church; and 
while these people live at a considerable distance from 
Church they seldom, if ever, miss Mass.” 

There are more cases recorded in the report, in 
some of which contact was established with diffi- 
culty, but which’were brought to a happy solution, 
Marriages have been validated, baptism adminis- 
tered, children and adults brought to the Sacra- 
ments, thanks to the efforts of the Committee lead- 
ing up to the ministrations of the pastor, who very 
probably would not have been able, unaided, to 
bring about such a happy development. ‘The re- 
port is both gratifying and instructive; gratifying 
for the knowledge of the harvest of souls that have 
been made the recipients of grace; instructive by 
way of guidance as to method and by way of re- 
vealing the all too commonly hidden possibilities 
for such endeavors. Instructive, too, in that it re- 
veals the consoling fact that character, natural apti- 
tude, tact, and willingness to be guided by a con- 
scientious and prudent pastor in this instance has 
made results possible which commonly one hopes 
to obtain only through the efforts of specially 
trained workers. 

It is sincerely to be hoped that the parish wel- 
fare committee movement in Missouri will grow, 
however slow the growth may be. In addition to 
considerations of the high spiritual value of the 


plan and of past achievements, members of the: 


C. V. should be happy to learn that such endeavors 
are being undertaken in our ranks and under the 
auspices of one of our organizations. Coupled 
with which consideration is the question: will 
or* will not our societies of men and women else- 
where view the example given with an open mind, 
eager to engage in a prudent manner in this field 
of Catholic Action, be it in the identical or a similar 
manner? ‘They should bear in mind that this is an 
exemplification of the definition we have repeatedly 
given of one form of the Lay Apostolate: “Laien- 
apostolat-Seelsorgehilfe !” 


The C. V. Position Toward Anti- 
Evolution Bills 


The issue raised by the Scopes trial in Tennessee 
concerning the teaching of Evolution.in Public 
Schools has again become acute. While the Su- 
preme Court of Tennessee upheld the constitution- 
ality of the law forbidding the teaching of the the- 
ory of Evolution in tax-supported schools, at the 


same time reversing the judgment against Profes-— 


sor John I’. Scopes, the discussion provoked by the 
order of the Texas Text Book Commission, issued 
in August, 1926, that every reference to the theory 
of Evolution be blue-penciled from text-books on 
poleer used in Public Schools, has not yet sub- 
sided. 

Moreover, activity in the Legislatures of a num- 
ber of States has been aroused in favor of laws 

rohibiting the teaching of this theory in the Public 
Schools. Bills to this effect are reported about to 
be introduced or to have been introduced in no less 
than seventeen States. In the Louisiana Legislature 
the proposal was defeated, while in that of Missis- 


Mia os 


ator of Heaven and earth. 


sippi the corresponding measure was adopt 
Among the States that now have such a bill pendy 
is Missouri. et : 
It will be well for the Legislative Committees) 
all of the States in which the C. V. has affiliatil 
to observe carefully what seems to be an orgamiz 
campaign aiming at a general adoption of simi 
" e ° ons | 
legislation, and to take their position prudent 
They will find excellent guidance in the resoluti 
adopted by the Cleveland convention of the C4 
which approaches this difficult question in a fearh 
and sane manner, clearly defining the province) 
the State and at the same time stating the Catho 
attitude toward the theory involved. This declat 
tion reads. a 
“We explicitly affirm that it is the duty of a Christ 
State to preserve intact the fundamental principles 
Christianity. Yet we view with alarm the recent atten 
of one of the States of the Union to make itself the 
terpreter of the data of science and of revelation. 1 
problem of Evolution has for centuries engaged the) 
rious attention of honest scientists, and they have as 
not found evidence of such weight that it would lift th 
theory into the realm of fact. Similarly the problem) 
creation has evoked the deep thought of some of 4 
greatest theologians of the Church, and they vary, W 
characteristic freedom of thought, in their opinions 
specting the Biblical account of creation. 2 
fiat can solve these very intricate questions, and, thi 
fore, we calmly await the certain data which Science 
the Church may give us on this matter, convinced 
the truth, whether it comes to us from the book of na 
or the book of faith, will ever be undivided and one. | 
rest secure in the conviction that the fact of Crea 
cannot be destroyed by the manner of it. 
“We affirm our belief in God the Father Almighty, | 

‘ We affirm our belief 
creation of man according to the image of God, wh 
shall return to God from Whom he received it. We ¢ 
demn those pseudo-scientists who attempt to make 
mere theory a fact; who seize’ upon Evolution as a 
to belittle Religion or even to undermine its foundatio 
with destruction in view; and who make bold to as 
that Religion and Science are, and ever will be, irrec 
cilable.” 
It is not only desirable but imperative that at led 
the leaders in our State, District and local orgai 
zations, and in particular the members of the 
lative Committees, familiarize themselves wi 
position taken by the Cleveland convention an 
well formulated in this declaration. ‘They may 
assured that they will not be entirely alone, for 
resolution takes the stand that under such a 
the State would assume the power to “inter 
revelation,” which clearly involves an encroacht 
on a realm into which, after mature thought, co 
less citizens will not wish the State to enter. 
present our position from this angle requires tho 
and tact. But it should be presented, even if 
organizations stand alone in doing so. 


Societies Active in Opposing Maternity A 
Extension Bill 7 

When the Bill providing for the extensic 
the Sheppard-Towner Maternity Act for two 
was in an acute stage in the Senate, the Bt 
repeatedly approached the Spiritual Directc 
Presidents of the State League 


08 
women and the elected membe: ee 
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inittee by letter and telegram. Chairmen of the 
llative Committees in the states, as far as their 
ss were available to us, were addressed also. 
sstatus of the bill and the urgency of action 
‘set before them and suggestions as to the 
od of approach were offered. The Free Leaf- 
“The Maternity Act and Its Extension,” a 
mt from the January issue of Central Blatt, 
enclosed in one of the communications. 

our readers were advised in our latest issue, 
xxtension bill.was adopted by the Senate, with 
provision, however, that after June 30, 1929, 
»priations shall cease and the Act automatically 
ee. ‘This apparently represents the utmost the 
ments of the Act and its extension could 
ye. The outcome may be interpreted as a 
(ry in principle for the position taken by the 
., the while it would have been a more welcome 
copment had the appropriation been refused 
iis time. The House of Representatives later 
urred in the action of the Senate. 
though the Bureau, in the one or the other of 
communications, requested the recipients to 
ee us of whatever action they had taken, and 
ugh we assume that the majority of the state 
nizations announced their wishes in the matter 
aeir Senators, we have heard from but com- 
tively few. Among those advising us of their 
mis Mr. John A. Suellentrop, Secretary of the 
- League of Kansas, who requested an outline 
rguments to be used in addressing the Senators 
»vho sent telegrams to them in the name of the 
= organization. ‘The Catholic Union of Mis- 
acted, according to our knowledge, as did also 
Maryland Branch. The women’s organizations 
‘ese and other states likewise stated their views 
seir Senators, one of the first being the Union 
Yorth Dakota. The Cleveland District group, 
sdvice of Rev. John Schaffeld, Spiritual Direc- 
‘whom the Bureau had approached, sent tele- 
4s to the Senators from Ohio, as did the Texas 
‘nization of women. Mrs. E. Raba, President 
he latter federation, forwarded to the Bureau 
2s of replies she had received from both Sena- 
Mayfield and Sheppard, the latter the author 
ae bill. 
', Sigismund Boehringer, Secretary of the 
y Family Society in Buffalo, sends the Bureau 
py of the argument presented by that organiza- 
‘to the Senators from New York. The argu 
t is brief and effective, stressing some of the 
aful tendencies involved in the Maternity Act 
its extension. 
yw that the issue is no longer momentarily 
2 our members should not ignore the tendencies 
‘ake. For there is a real likelihood that before 
expiration of the Act in 1929, its proponents 
indertake to reinstate it. Moreover, in some 
1 or other the tendency to State Socialism will 
out again and again. Where it is evidenced 


SZ ry at times, the best method of combatting 
endency is to meet it in a constructive way, 
leveloping and encouraging a strong self-reliant 


uld be opposed. And while protests may be. 


citizenship, group responsibility and group action. 
Frequent discussion of the rights and duties of 
citizenship in our Societies will be a good means 
to prepare for this and other issues. 


Clothing the Naked 

Quite early in the fall we published an appeal 
for clothing for Indians and Mexicans. Unfortu- 
nately, the response was not anything like it 
should have been. While people virtually 
flooded the Bureau with articles of that nature, 
when requested for clothing for the relief of the 
poor of Central Europe, the returns on this occa- 
sion to a similar appeal were meagre enough, 
while the need was pressing. A serious drought 
had ruined the crops of the Indians of South 
Dakota, the chief recipients of clothing, and their 
condition is pitiable in consequence. However, 
we did the best we could, dividing the articles 
received by us as equitably as possible. Here 
are a few of the acknowledgments received: 

Writing from St. Francis Mission, South Da- 
kota, the venerable jubilarian P. Florian Dig- 
Mian Ty 55s, |on SOY Ge 

“Instructed to do so by Father Superior, I am writ- 
ing to you an acknowledgment of the safe arrival of 
the 5 bales of clothing sent us for our poor Indians, 
You may imagine my joy at seeing the many pieces of 
warm underwear, the coats, the pants, overcoats, etc., 
contained in your shipments. As I had written you 
on a previous occasion, virtually not one day passes 


without some poor Indians coming to us, asking for 
‘old clothes,’ and having received some, declaring ‘Pila 


-mayaya,’ ‘You make me happy,’ their expression for 


our ‘Thanks. On viewing the generous contribution 
of clothing obtained from your good people, there came 
to my mind what St. Paul expresses thus: ‘I have not 
coveted any man’s silver or gold, or apparel, as you 
yourselves know. I have shewed you all things how that 
so laboring you ought to support the weak and to re- 
member the word of the Lord Jesus, how he said: ‘It 
is.a more blessed thing to give, rather than to re- 
ceive.”” (Acts 20:33-35.) The good people that  con- 
tributed to this consignment of clothing made us 
doubly happy: First by receiving, and afterwards by 
enabling us to give.” 


In a similar manner Rev. A. C. Riester, S. J:, 
Holy Rosary Mission, Pine Ridge, S. D., ex- 
presses appreciation for three bales of clothing. 
He writes: 


“The 3 bales of clothing arrived at Holy Rosary Mis- 
sion a few days ago. May God bless the kind donors 
for these most welcome gifts. _The Indians live in ex- 
treme poverty, Many times each day these poor, un- 
fortunate people come begging for food and clothing, 
so every article you sent can be used to keep some 
poor shivering person warm. Already this winter (up 
to Dec. 18) the thermometer has registered twenty 
degrees below zero and the poorly clad Indians have 
come to the Mission for warm clothes. Thanks to 


you for your trouble and the generosity of the donors 


of the 3 bales of clothing we will be able to help those 
in need, 

“This Mission has 345 Sioux Indian boys and girls 
to be taken care of, so many of the articles sent can 
be used here. Then, the Missionaries must look after 
the people scattered over 5,000 square miles. The 
Indian Catechists, especially, deserve help when it is 
possible for us to give it to them.” Bere 


Writing from Immaculate Conception Mission, 
Stephan, S. D., the Benedictine Sisters express 
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their appreciation for two bales of clothing tor- 
warded them. Continuing they say: 

“The articles received certainly were heaven-sent. So 
many of our poor Indians are but thinly clad or come 
to us in rags. You have enabled us to help them in 
their want. Moreover, the clothes for children were 
equally welcome. We have so many girls and boys in 
need of clothing and shoes, and no money to buy these 
things with. In consequence, every article sent us is 
very much appreciated.” 


The Sad Plight of the Missionaries 

The first organization affiliated with the C. V. 
to contribute to the C. V. Mission Fund in the 
New Year is the St. Anthony Society of Mt. Cal- 
vary, Wis. It sent the Bureau $10.00 through its 
secretary, Mr. Math. Abler on Jan. 10. In the 
meanwhile every foreign mail brings some letters, 
telling us just what disappointments the mission- 
aries are forced to undergo because they lack the 
means to make use of all the opportunities offering 
themselves to them. 

Writing from Techow, in North-China, Rev, Ces- 
laus Boedefeld, an excellent missionary and Pro- 
curator of a Franciscan vicariate, closes a com- 
munication, dated Dec. 3, and addressed to the Bu- 
reau, with the following remarks: 

“Conditions here are very bad. Since a few weeks 
the papers are full of reports on the famine and the 
prevailing misery. However, there is this difference: 
the dear readers are not forced to witness this sad 
condition, while they actually tire of continually being 


told of war, famine and death. Unfortunately, this 
abject misery is not gotten rid of in any such manner. 


Charity alone is able to render assistance; patient, 


persevering charity. And as far as the missionaries 
aré concerned, there remains nothing for them to do 
but to suffer and wait until the great American charity 
comes to their rescue, which, let us hope, will never 
Cease, 

It remains true, however, that Catholic America 
could do much more for the missionaries than it 
is doing at present, if at least the majority of our 
people could be induced to practice self-denial and 
to accustom themselves to saving their pennies for 
this noble purpose. We are an absolutely wasteful 
people. With the crumbs from the overladen table 
of American wealth we could assuage much of the 
misery existing not merely in such countries as 
China, but even in certain parts of our own domain. 


Why Not Many Small Offerings for the 
Missions? 
A minimum of ten thousand dollars annually 
should be contributed to our Missions Fund by the 


* 


tions comprising our Federation make any 


society sending a gift for the missions will 


ties affiliated with the Central Verein. Unfor- — 
ely, only a sparse minority among the 1300 


a contribution for the purpose mentioned. | 


with an enthusiasm which was but skin deep. 
pray daily “Thy Kingdom Come” and to do no 
ing toward spreading it, making no sacrifices 
make it possible for those in darkness to appro 
the light, is to render lip service of the kind @ 
Lord condemned in the Pharisees. What is need 
is not, in the first instance, the will to give a ddl 
or two annually above the parish collection to 
missions and missionaries of the German ton 
laboring among the Mexicans and Indians in 
country and the heathens in Asia, Africa andy 
South Sea, ‘but rather the firm resolve to ay 
those petty and extremely wasteful expenditt 
to which the people of our country are given 
save the fragments and to devote all such savi 
to that purpose. q 

A German Liberal after the war of 1870-71 
troduced the custom of collecting cigar tips, 
the intention of building an orphanage for war 
phans from the proceeds he hoped to obtain fi 
the sale of those cuttings. He placed cutters 
cigar stores and restaurants, agitating for their” 
and really succeeded in the purpose he had set ou 
attain. A family of. our acquaintance at one f 
had a mite box on their table, into which any of 
members, who was unfortunate enough to caus 
spot on the tablecloth, was required to deposit 
coin varying from a penny to a nickel in acce 
ance with the size of the stain due to his or 
negligence. On the other hand, those who sigh 
gretfully and say, they envy men and women 
wealth their ability to give liberally to the missi 
remind us of a certain wealthy man of our acqua 
ance who, possessed of almost a miilion dollars 
sured us that he was so very fond of art and 
certainly buy paintings if he were—a rich n 

Both the secretaries of the societies affiliated 3 
the C. V. and the Vertrauensmanner are g 
a wonderful opportunity of co-operating with ¢] 
noble men and women who are carrying the Ga 
to the heathens, by arousing in the members 
their society a deep and lasting interest in the 
sions. Since it is our policy to put the missiong 
in touch with individual groups of our people, 


experience the joy that comes to those who re 
they are assisting in spreading the Kingdom of. 


ie) 


A Welcome Gift for'the Library — 
The Daily American Tribune, of Dub 
and in particular Mr. John P. Gonner, it 
ger, have rendered a valuable service to th 
torical Library of the Bureau. The Bureau, a 
to collect the fruits of the literary la 
men of our race in our 
acetate) lost, had rec 
sist in locating a copy 
N. Gredt, at published By 
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tmburger Land, seine Geschichte, seine Be- 
leer, seine Handel und seine Wandel.” 
hithin a tew days after sending out this request, 
bureau received advice from Mr. John P. Gon- 
that he would forward not oniy the book in 
ion, but also the one or other written or com- 
by his father and some few others published 
me latter. Thanks to Mr. Gonner the follow- 
columes have now been added to our Historical 
ry : 
Gonner, Prairieblummen, Dubuque, 1883; Do. Die 
wmburger in der Neuen Welt, Dubuque, 1889; Gredt, 
as Luxemburger Land. “Den Luxemburgern in 
Ika gewidmet,’ Dubuqne, 1874; Do. Goliath, der 
rcdphilister, und David, der ehrliche Israelite, oder 
Kampf des “katholischen’” Angloamerika mit dem 
iischen Deutschthum, Dubuque, 1887; Reuland, H. A., 
taubritter von Heringen u. d. Kreuzfahrer yon Felz. 
use. v. N. Gonner, Dub. 1881; Do., Willibrord, Der 
llaubensbote, Do. Dub. 1884; Do. Johann der Blinde. 
Mub. 1885; Do., Die Pest in den Oslinger Bergen. Do. 
1888; Do., Walter Reinhard, genannt Somru, der 
von Sirdhana, Do. Dub. 1890. 
thile expressing our sincere thanks to the 
wne and to Mr. Gonner we venture to voice the 
that this gratifying experience may stimulate 
me or other of our members to emulate the ex- 
ee set by these and other benefactors of our 
y. There are books,. brochures, newspapers 
cclippings abroad that will be lost if they are 
rollected and placed in the Library or Registry 
.soon. The death of a supporter of our cause, 
mremoval of a family from one house to an- 
-, and even minor occurrences, such as house- 
iing, frequently result in the destruction of ma- 
Il that cannot be replaced. Our members and 
ids need not hesitate because of the seeming in- 
tficance of the contribution they have to offer. 
1 what you have or discover and permit the 
eau to judge whether it merits being preserved 


ot. 


ent Dr. Lieber’s General Orders No. 1090 


me following reference to one of the most dis- 
ished men of our race in America is from a 
y article on “The Decline of Military Cour- 
* by Elbridge Colby, printed in the weekly 
hrica of Jan, 22. Having stated that even at 
time of our Civil. War it was still improper 
tre at an individual enemy, or to shoot at a 


mnel, the writer continues: 

/ those famous ‘General Orders No. 100’ which 
Francis Lieber drew up to regulate the conduct 
ne Union armies in the field, it was categorically 


-Dutposts, sentinels, or pickets are not to be fired 
except to drive them in, or when a positive order, 
al or general, has been issued to that effect .. -. -- 
ern wars are not internecine wars, in which the 
e of the enemy is the object . - - Unnecessary 
svengeful destruction of life is not lawful. 
w many of the descendants of German Amer- 
5s, high school or college graduates could, if 
1 to explain who this Francis Lieber, evidently 
“rman, according to his mame, was, give any” 
: like a worth-while account of the life and 
ccomplishments of this scholarly man, the edi- 
of the first American encyclopedia and the au- 


a 


thor of a number of books which were considered 
standard by two generations of thoughtful Ameri- 
cans? Moreover, “General Orders No. 100,” won 
international fame and are considered an important 
contribution to international law in its bearing on 
the conduct of war. ‘he celebrated jurist Blunt- 
schli, of Heidelberg, and other scholars refer to 
this document in most laudatory terms. 

The article referred to contains much food for 
thought, since it proves that, even leaving aside 
the employment of terrible agencies of destruction, 
supplied to Mars by natural and technical science, 
war is conducted in a more barbarous fashion today 
than it was a century ago. ‘The reason is not far 
to seek. It is the same one which, during the 
World War, prevented the contending armies from 
declaring a truce on Christmas Day, offending 
thereby against a custom established in former 
ages. “The Decline of Military Courtesy” might 
well engage a study club for a night or two; dis- 
cussion will prove, beyond a doubt, that we must 
retrace our steps before it will be possible to even 
foster the hope of permanent peace. 


Priests Again Lead in Generosity 


There is something extremely gratifying and at 
the same time humiliating to our member; in the 
action of several priests, who are supporting our 
endeavors in a most generous manner. There are 
at present no less than three life insurance policies, 
on the lives of as many priests, in force in favor 
of the Central Bureau funds, while a fourth priest 
is planning to have an insurance policy issued in 
our favor. 

Back in 1913, shortly after the collection for the 
Study House Fund was begun, the Rt. Rev. J. F. 
Ruesing, of West Point, Nebraska, assigned a 
paid-up policy for $2,000.00 to that fund. More 
than a decade passed before the next priest, sta- 
tioned in Illinois, advised the Bureau that he had 
had his life insured, the Bureau’s Endowment Fund 
being designated as the beneficiary. Toward the 
end of 1926 the Rev. Theo. Hammeke, of Reading, 
Pa., member of the C. V. Committee on Social 
Propaganda, surrendered an insurance policy for 
$1,000.00 to the Bureau, while about the same time 
another priest announced his intention to take the 
same step. oe 

There are two ways for our members to evidence 
the gratitude they should bear toward these and 
other priests supporting our undertakings in so 
generous a manner; the one is by a more devoted, 
more active co-operation with the endeavors of our 
organization, the other by personally following, in 
one way or another, the example they set, or, if 
that is impossible, by soliciting such co-operation 
from individuals who are in a position to display 
an equal generosity. 


Central Bureau Endowment Fund 
During the month of January a meagre total of 
$116.00 was added to the fund, the various items 
coming from the following states: Indiana, $53.00; 
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New York, $33.00; Wisconsin, $15.00; Illinois, 
$6.00; Kansas, $5.00; Nebraska, $3.00; Ohio, $1.00. 
This brings the fund up to $190,366.28 
a th se 

But two items of the eleven came from Societies, 
namely, $50.00 from St. Peter’s Society at Celestine, 
Ind., and $27.00 from St. Joseph’s Society at- 
tached to St. Boniface parish, Rochester, N. Y. 
The balance represents contributions received from 
individuals, priests and laymen and women. 


With the C. V. and Its Branches 


Convention Dates 


Cath. Central Verein of America and Cath. 
Women’s Union: St, Peter’s parish, Philadelphia, 
Aug. 20-24. 

Cath. Union of Mo. and Cath. Women’s Union: 
St. Peter’s parish, Jefferson City, May 15-17. 

Cath. Union of Illinois and Cath. Women’s 
Union. St. James parish, Decatur, May 29-31. 

Cath. Central Verein of Wisconsin and Cath. 
Women’s League: Racine, May 8-10. 

Cath. Central Verein of Connecticut and Cath. 
Women’s Union: New Britain. 

St. Joseph State League of Indiana and Cath. 
Women’s Union: Terre Haute. 

Cath. Union of Ohio and Cath. Women’s Union: 
Akron. 


It will be eminently proper, as Mr. Anthony J. 
Zeits, of Philadelphia, Chairman of the Arrange- 
ments Committee for the convention of the C. V. 
and the Cath. Women’s Union, suggests in a letter 
to the Central Bureau, for our members to look 
upon this year’s foregathering somewhat in the 
light of a pilgrimage to the tomb of the Ven. John 
Nep. Neumann, one time Bishop of Philadelphia 
and for a number of years pastor of St. Peter’s 
parish, in which the convention will be held. Mr. 
Zeits writes in part: 


“It is a wonderful thought for the delegates to our 


1927 convention to meet in this church, which contains 
the sepulchre of Ven. Bishop Neumann, especially in view 
of the process of his beatification. The prayers of the 
delegates may bring forth additional proofs, so that this 
eed man of German birth, in whom all our people 
ould be interested, may soon be raised to the honor of 
the altars” | = 


If pee Be thoupht that, more than ai/others 


<104 reg 


| on the part of the delegates and societi 
in its activities, it is the desire | “on Sarena geen dr PR ge es 
rpt®, feel and think and act in | adopted at the convention, the ¢ 


self-sacrificing devotion among our forebears. 

members and our organization as such may fittif 
consider the foregathering in St. Peter’s pa 
in Philadelphia an expression of gratitude and 1 
eration for Bishop Neumann. 


Mr. Frank Blied, President of the Central Ve 
of Wisconsin, seized upon the close of the old @t 
the beginning of the new year to urge renewed @ 
tivity in behalf of the Endowment Fund. In a@ 
cular letter addressed to the Catholics of the § 
and in particular to the members of the Staats 
bund and of the Cath. Women’s Union, he sugg 
that the time is opportune for taking an inven 
of their affairs and for making a contribution 
ward this cause. The State League, he rem 
the readers of his communication, had agreed} 
raise $25,000 for the fund, of which amount 
proximately $17,000 had been coliected. Refer 
to endorsements the Bureau and the endow: 
project had received he writes in part: 

“Rt. Rev. Paul P. Rhode, Bishop of Green Bay, 
said: ‘The Catholic Central Verein, with its sple 
Central Bureau, as pioneers in Catholic Social Actic¢ 
this country, has established for itself a record of ach! 
ment that is as unique as it is glorious. Its prograi 
activity is indeed timely and compehensive.’” 

Mr. Blied notes the various publications of 
Bureau, its activities in support of missionarie 
all parts of the world, the assigning of a mo 
stipend to the chaplain at Base Hospital, Fort 
Houston, the guidance it gives the societies in Ie 
lative matters, and other endeavors, arguing 
these undertakings are worthy of assistance 
Catholics outside the ranks of the State Leagu 
well as from its members. 


The officers of the Cath. Union of Ohio have 
dressed an impressive appeal in the interest o: 
Central Bureau Endowment Fund to the dele 
who represented the societies comprising that fi 
ation at its Cincinnati convention in 1926. 
by President F. J. Uhrich and Secretary Jos 
Kaelin, the circular letter sets forth that only 
$6,000.00 has been contributed to the fund 

ishes, societies and individuals in Ohio, w 

should be a simple matter to raise the amor 

signed to the state “by means of a small 
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jssements the Bureau has received the letter 


iis Endowment Fund, an absolute necessity if the 
at Bureau is to continue, has the earnest support and 
fal of a number of Archbishops, Bishops and priests. 
KEore we request you to do your best to secure the 
ifor our state by the time our next convention will 
ole. For the same reason we ask our esteemed 
to kindly assist us with their counsel and good 
b» accomplish this task.” 


ce Executive Committee of the Cath. Central 
in of Wisconsin, in session in Racine on Jan. 
lected May 8-10 as the time for the conven- 
co be held’in that city. 

ss date was chosen to prevent conflict with the C. V. 
mage to Rome and Assisi, which will leave New York 


8. 


Miscellany 
we Director of the Central Bureau was 
ed to membership on the General Advisory 
icil of the American Association for Labor 
slation at its Twentieth Annual Meeting, 
on December 30. 


ile paying for two years subscription in ad- 
fs to our monthly, Mr. EF. G. Seiz, of Seiz 
., New York, added $6.00 to his check with 
uctions to “apply balance to Central-Stelle 
Contributions of this nature are more than 
ifully received. 


ace the Curtis-Reed Bill has been made the 
sect of debate in the High Schools in the State 
innesota, numerous requests were addressed 
he Bureau for information on that topic. 
ing from a Catholic High School, a priest 
Iks us for the literature on that Bill “for- 
Jed with such promptitude.” Moreover, he 


inses a dollar to cover expenses, adding: 
am only sorry that I am not in a position to send 
to aid the splendid cause your Society repre- 
ie kindly interest of the clergy in the Bureau 
sagain demonstrated by what we found in one 
-e mail: Three priests, paying their subscrip- 
o the Central Blatt, added a substantial amount 
tthe Foundation Fund, Rev. Wm. Schellberg 
lanover, Kas., $5.00, and the Rev. Fathers John 
*rigge of Raeville, Nebr., and M. Schmitz of 
‘burg, Ind., $3.00 each. 
ese gifts are all the more acceptable since we 
ve they may be assumed to express the ap- 
1 of these priests of the Bureau and its efforts. 


ly Cross Benevolent Society in St. Louis is 
huing a set program of Icctures during the pres- 
eason. ‘The topics selected, all treated by lay- 
_ during the last four months of 1926 were: 
Necessity of Cath. Laymen’s Societies, Fraternal 
izations, and Catholic Action; Duties of Citizenship, 
Particular Reference to Questions at Issue at the, 
r Elections; Laymen’s Retreats ; Why Cath, Mis- 
ould Be Supported, with special Reference to 
among Mexicans, Indians and Negroes. The 
e Pastor, Rev. Anton Wigger co-operating, 


ae i eel 


usually invite all the members of the parish to these lec- 
tures, which take place after the business transactions 
are completed. 


Having referred in a complimentary manner 
to the article on “Our State Leagues and Some 
of Their Objects,” the first installment of which 
was printed in the January issue of our monthly, 
Mr. John Ejibeck, Pres., Pa. Branch, Catholic 
i : Sele 
C. V. of America, concludes his communication 
to the Bureau as follows: 

“T also wish to thank you for the leaflets and pam- 
phlets which I receive regularly from your office, and 
which are a great help to me in my work. I have 
promised myself that after our campaign for the En- 
dowment Fund is closed, I will try to get one started 
for the winning of new subscribers for the highly in- 
teresting Central-Blatt.” 


One of our members at Rochester, N. Y., re- 
cently, to his astonishment, discovered from the 
Proceedings of the Springfield Convention that 
the secretaries of the societies affiliated with the 
C. V. are sent an official copy of Central Blatt 
and Social Justice. “I am a regular attendant at 
our meetings,” he writes us, “but I have never 
heard our Secretary mention any of the activities 
of the C. V.; in fact, I never realized that it was 
possible for him to know anything about these 
matters, until I learned from the Report on the 
Springfield Convention that he was receiving 
Central Blatt and Social Justice, for which I am 
now subscribing.” 

We very much fear that the society, of which 
the writer of this note is a member, is not the 
only one not kept informed by its secretary on 
what the C. V. is attempting and accomplishing. 


Book Review 
Wackernell, J. E. Adolf Pichler (1819-1900) 
Leben and Werke. Mit einem Bilde. 
Herder, Freiburg, 1925. $3.75. 

A book to fascinate anyone interested in the Tyrol 
and its people. Its subject was a distinguished scientist, 
historian and poet; a college and university professor, 
a publicist and politician, whose life and struggles were 
most intimately connected with the development not 
merely of the literature of his country in the Nine- 
teenth century, but of its public life as well. So well 
does the author unfold Pichler’s constant struggling 
against the conditions he detested, that the reader 
gains the impression of witnessing a drama, one of 
whose chief heroes is this caustic man of letters. Who 
would act the stoic, while he never did succeed in 
obliterating the Catholic foundation of his better self. 
Even as a study in psychology this volume on the 
life and works of ene who spent his energy in swim- 
ming against the current of popular fallacies, possesses 
value. 


Gifts in Kind 

were received recently from the following: 

Newspapers and Magazines: Jos. Erlenbach, Toledo; 
Miss C. S. Smith, Mechanicsville, N. Y.; Ulrich Berens, 
Walker, Kas.; C. A. Staab, Cleveland; Mrs. L. Martus, 
Dorchester, Mass.; Third Order of St. Francis, Cincin- 
nati; Mrs. M. Koudelka, Cleveland; Mrs. J. Suter, Miss 
Mary Voss, and Mrs. M. Bresser, St. Louis. ’ 
Clothing, Shoes, etc.: Ladies’ Mission Circle, St. Boni- 


face parish, Quincy, Ill.; J. March, Miss Mary Voss, 
| and N. N,, of, Louis. 
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Das Komitee fiir Soziale Propaganda: 

Rt. Rev. G. W. Heer, Prot. Ap., Dubuque, Ia. 
Rt. Rev. Msgr. Dr. Joseph Och, Columbus, O. 
Chas. Korz, Butler, N. J. 

Rev. Theo. Hammeke, Reading, Pa. 

Rev. Wm. J. Engelen, S. J., Toledo, O. 

Rev. A. J. Muench, St. Francis, Wis. 

Joseph Matt, St. Paul, Minn. 

H. B. Dielmann, San Antonio, Tex. 

F, P. Kenkel, St. Louis, Mo. 


Die Central-Stelle befindet sich zu St. Louis; alle 
Anfragen, Briefe, Geldsendungen, usw., ftir die Central- 
Stelle oder das Central Blatt richte man an 


Central-Stelle des Central-Vereins, 
3835 Westminster Place, St. Louis, Mo. 


Worauf es ankommt, ist nicht so sehr die Arbeits- 
zeit, sondern der Arbeitsgeist, welcher die Leistungen 
erhoht und verbessert. Dieser christliche Geist der 
Arbeit im Sinne einer Gottespflicht,—der muss unsere 
Arbeit durchdringen. 

Johannes-Blum M. d. R. 


Zur Sprachenfrage. 


Unerwarteter Weise fanden wir unsere schon 
Ofters ausgesprochene Ansicht, das Zurtickgehen 
der deutschen Sprache in unsrem Lande sei auf 
deren Vernachlassigung im Elternhause zurtck- 
zufithren, bestatigt durch die Generaloberin der 
“Schwestern der Christl. Liebe,’ Ottonia Gerde- 
mann in Paderborn. 


Im “Jahrbuch des Reichsverbandes ftr die 
kathol. Auslanddeutschen 1926” berichtet die 
genannte ehrw. Mutter uber Verbreitung und 
Wirken ihrer Genossenschaft in Nord- und Siid- 
Amerika, wobei sie auch die Sprachenfrage 
beruhrt und die Einschrankung des Unterrichts 
der deutschen Sprache in den Pfarrschulen 
unsres Landes. Die Ursache dessen erklart sie 
dann folgendermassen: 

“Bedauerlicherweise wird das Bestreben unserer 
Schulen, die deutsche Sprache zu erhalten, im allge- 
meinen nicht geniigend yom Elternhause unterstiitzt. 
Die eingewanderten deutschen Familien geben gar zu 
schnell die deutsche Muttersprache und mit-ihr nur zu 
oft auch deutsche Art und Sitte preis, Auf meiner 
Visitationsreise durch unsere 54 Filialen habe ich unter 
den noch in Deutschland geborenen Kindern der in 
den -ietzten Jahren eingewanderten Familien nur 7 
Kinder getroffen, die noch deutsch sprechen kénnen.— 
Viele Kinder deutscher Eltern wussten nicht einmal, 
aus welcher deutschen Stadt Vater and Mutter stamm- 
ten, ein Beweis, wie wenig im Familienkreise von der 
deutschen Heimath gesprochen wurde. Die Irlainder, 
Polen, Tschechen und Italiener zeigen ein viel ausge- 
pragteres Nationalgeftthl und halten zahe an ihrer 
Sprache und Sitte fest.”4) ~ < 

Die Beobachtungen der ehrw. Generaloberin 
Ottonia sind leider nur zu richtig und Ausnahmen 
beweisen doch nur die Regel. Wie sie heraus- 
gefuhlt hat, fehlt es dem Menschen deutscher 
Rasse an jenem edlen Bewusstsein der Verpflich- 


tung und Liebe gegenttber dem eigenen Blute, 
1) A. a. O., Miinster, 1926, S. 197. 


‘kennen, lieber als zur deutschen. 


— 


der Dankesschuld, die wir alle dem _ grogg 
Volke schulden, das in der Geschichte Europ 
und der christlichen Kultur eine so hery 
y 


ragende Rolle dem 


entstammen. 


gespielt hat, und 


| 


Auf der jtingst in Springfield, Illinois, aby 
haltenen ersten Bezirks-Konferenz der Cathe 
Conference on Industrial Problems hielt @ 
junge Dame aus dem Arbeiterstande @ 
Vortrag. Sie erwahnte beilaufig, und zwar 
stolzer Genugthuung, dass sie irischer Abst 
mung sei. Nun verrieth aber weder ihr Na 
noch ihre Gesichtsbildung irische Rasse. ; 
Typus liess vielmehr germanischen Urspra 
vermuthen. Als wir daher die Bemerkung 
sie richteten, wir seien erstaunt gewesen vong 
zu vernehmen, dass sie Irlanderin sei, gesté 
sie uns auch sogleich, ihr Vater sei Holland 
aber ihre Mutter Irlanderin. 


Und wie in diesem Falle, haben wir s@h 
ofters zu beobachten vermocht, dass selbst™ 
Kinder und Enkel aus solch gemischten Eh 
es vorzogen, sich zur irischen Rasse zug 
Alle Deutst 
thiimelei Einzelner oder auch ganzer Ver 
vermag  solcher Charakterschwache vi 
gegentiber nichts. Nur, wo in der Familie 
Bewusstsein genahrt wird, dass alle, die d 
schen Blutes, ein heiliges Erbe zu pflegen 
auf kommende Generationen zu _ tibermitt 
verpflichtet sind, unter Vermeidung jeder, | 
Eitelkeit fordernden Grossthuerei, wird 
hiergeborene Generation deutschen Stamm 
auch freudig das Bekenntnis ablegen: “Ja, 
bin deutscher Abstammung.” Was hier auf 
Spiel steht erklart der gelehrte Pater E. Ca 
S. J. in folgenden Worten: 

“A declassed man or woman, who, owing to w 
training-or a false ambition for social advanc 
has come to disregard his or her own immediate 
ily, forfeits the respect of right-thinking men; 
from such a one nothing great or generous may 
hoped. The same applies substantially to the mor 
less degraded citizen, who has lost or never pos 
the love and appreciation of the nation to whiel 
belongs, and to which he is bound by the closest 
tural ties.” | 

Die Nachkommen  deutschsprachiger | 
wanderer in Amerika erkennen unser Land ; 
ihr wahres Vaterland. Aber wie Paulus, ¢ 
romische Biirger, niemals sein Judentht 
vergass, sondern sich stets dazu bekannte 
sollte auch der Deutschamerikaner der Stir 
seines Blutes Gehor schenken. Eine dem 
gegenstezte Handlungsweise ist unnatiir 
Sie entspringt der. Unwissenheit oder j 
charakterlosen Gleichgiiltigkeit gegeniiber 
grossen Lebensfragen, die kleinen und geme 
Seelen eigen zu sein pflegt. Amerika gewint 
solchen Menschen nichts. Ihre Treue wahr 
solange wie die besseren Lebensbedingutr 
die gefillten Fleischtépfe, aushalten. — 
Gesinnung ist schlecht verankert, ihrer \ 
landsliebe fehlt der wahre Untergrund. 


= a a 


a 
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Das Verdienst des Pralaten Triller. 

mr kurzlich verstorbene Domdekan von Eich- 
i@Pralat Dr. Triller, war Griinder des “Ka- 
schen Pressverein fur Bayern.” Er legte ihm 
:grosse Gedanken zugrunde: der erste war, 
hierdurch eine allgemeine Fuiirsorgestelle 
lie Presse im weitesten Sinne geschaffen 
sgn 6€6sOll. Der zweite, dadurch die 
sserziehung zur Lektiire gefordert werden 
Das Volk miisse Verstandnis fiir die Wich- 
Hit der Lekture bekommen, lernen, 
tund wie man lesen soll, miisse mit katho- 
pr Presse und Literatur vertraut gemacht 
een. Werde das Volk in diesem Sinne er- 
m, dann sei es gewappnet gegen die Angriffe, 
sie von kirchenfeindlicher Seite immer wie- 
rorgebracht werden. Als Richtlinien ftir die 
igkeit des Pressvereins stellte er folgende 
te auf: In jedes Haus gehért ein katho- 
es Blatt und womoglich auch eine katho- 
e Zeitschrift. In jede Pfarrei gehort ein Ka- 
scher Pressverein mit einer katholischen 
sbibliothek. In jedem Hause soll wenig- 
. ein Mitglied des Pressvereins sein. 


dass 


musse 


rie sehr nothwendig ware uns hier in Ameri- 
mn solches Pressapostolat! Nicht nur werden 
plische Zeitungen und Zeitschriften nicht so 
mnmein wie wtinschenswerth gehalten, son- 
selbst von vielen, die Schande halber auf 
der mehrere Blatter abonniert haben, nicht 
sen. Man hat zwar nicht versaumt, den 
Ibigen die Pflicht, auf kath. Zeitschriften zu 
inieren, einzupragen, aber fur die eigentliche 
tshung zur Lektiire ist so gut wie nichts ge- 
tien. Nur allzu viele Katholiken lesen daher, 

so gut wie die ihnen benachbarten Neuhei- 
|das muffige, verpfefferte Zeug, das ihnen die 
“spresse und beliebte Wochenschriften auf- 
ven. 


pr uns liegt das-Schreiben einer Frau aus der 
sebung von New York an einen Ordens- 
ster, der iiber die gegenwartige Frauenmode 
hrieben hatte. Sie behauptet darin, derartige 
satze seien so gut wie nutzlos, weil jene, die 
ingingen, insbesondere die weibliche Jugend, 
‘katholischen Zeitschriften tberhaupt nicht 
Ihauten. “Ich kenne katholische Familien,” 
st es in dem Briefe, “die auf mehrere ka- 
ische Zeitungen und Monatsschriften abon- 
a sind. Das junge Volk aber scheint das 
rt ‘katholisch’ wie ein Blattern-Plakat zu 
tuen. Sie konnen sich darauf  verlassen, 
w. Vater, dass ich Ihnen da nichts Ge- 
mtes auftische.” 

r sind geneigt zu behaupten, diese Frau 
itige eine allgemeine Erfahrung. Man 
cht bei gewissen Leuten nur auf den Busch 
lopfen, um zu entdecken, wie schlecht sie 
strichtet sind iiber alle, die katholische 
e, das Wohl und Weh der Kirche, und unsre 
lung zu den unseren Glauben und die christl. 
al berithrenden Fragen. 


Vierzig Jahre Missiondr in Arkansas. 

Nicht nur in dem Staate, in dem er mehr als ein 
Menschenleben so unermudiich fur die Ausbreitung 
und Befestigung der katholischen Religion wirkte, 
wird man die Lebenserinnerungen des _ hochw. 

4 . Acie ° 

Msgr. Johann Fugen Weibel willkommen heissen. 
Das Buch ist vielmehr ein Beitrag zur Geschichte 
der Kirche in unserem Lande, nach dem man nach 
hundert Jahren noch greifen wird, um daraus 
Kenntnisse zu schopfen uber die Schwierigkeiten 
und Mithsalen jener, die einst die Lohde angelegt 
und behiitet, die sich dann in so ungeahnter Weise 
entfaltete. 

Das Buch hat also einen dauernden Werth fur 
uns, den P. Pius Sutter, Cap., Naefels, in seiner in 
der ‘“Schweizerischen Kirchenzeitung” vom 13. Jan. 
verOffentlichten Rezension nicht bertthrt. Dagegen 
urtheiit er treffend, was jeder Leser des Buches in 
der Gegenwart bestatigen wird. Er schreibt: 

“Ein prachtiger Erzahler, dem man bis tber Mitternacht 
hinaus lauschen mochte. Da liegt wirklich das Gefahrliche 
an diesem Buche; wenn man am stillen Abend zu lesen 
begonnen hat, geht das Aufhoren schwer. Immer denkt 
man: Nur noch ein paar Seiten! So viel Interessantes, 
Spannendes, so viel Kostliches, Humorvolles und auch so 
viel Rithrendes, Ergreifendes und Erschiitterndes weiss der 
alte Arkansasmissionar zu berichten. Und was fur famose, 
geistreiche Bemerkungen er da und dort einstreut. 

Und all das schreibt er so schlicht und anschaulich. 

Wie anzichend muthet es an, wie der Verfasser dieser 
Memoiren vorab seine priesterlichen Mitarbeiter, die 
opfemuthigen Benediktinerinnen und das gute Volk in den 
Vordergrund, ins Licht stellt. Wie wohlthuend wirkt_der 
Geist priesterlicher Selbstlosigkeit und Gute, dieser Geist 
gereifter Erfahrung und wohlwollender Weitherzigkeit, 
der aus diesen Blattern einem entgegenweht.” 

‘Das im Verlag von Raeber & Co., Luzern, er- 
schienene Buch ist durch die C. St. zu beziehen fur 


$1.50. 


Zwei Freunde unserer Sache heimgegangen. 


Es ist ehrenvoll fiir unsre Bewegung, dass 
der C. V. und die C. St. bei vielen der edelsten und 
tiichtigsten Priester unseres Landes in Ansehen 
stehen. Wir glauben behaupten zu dirfen, dass 
auch der am 11. Januar verstorbene hochwst. 
Msgr. Joseph Rainer dem C. V. besonderes Wohl- 
wollen entgegenbrachte. Er wendete der C. St. 
manche Wohlthat zu, und trug auch wiederholt 
zu der Sammlung fiir den Stiftungsfonds bet. 
Dass sein Hinscheiden den Abschluss eines arbeits- 
reichen Lebens bedeutet, das fast ausschliesslich 
der Ausbildung von Priestern gewidmet wat, 
braucht nur in Erinnerung gebracht zu werden. Mit 
ihm ist ein Gelehrter aus dem Leben geschieden, 
dessen Leben mit der Geschichte des Seminars 
St. Francis bei Milwaukee auf’s engste verkniipft 
war. Sind doch aus dieser Anstalt, wahrend er sie 
leitete, nicht weniger als 1600 Priester hervorge- 
gangen. Weiteren hunderten war er Berather und 
Seelenfthrer. 

Der Verstorbene war am 10. Februar 1845 zu Kaltern in 
Tirol geboren; studierte in Bozen und Innsbruck, und kam 
am 14. August 1866 nach St. Francis, und zwar in -Be= 
gleitung des hochwst. Dr. Salzmann, als dieser von einer 
Reise in die alte Heimath zuriickkehrte. Rainer setzte in 
St. Francis seine Studien fort und wurde am 4. September 
1867 durch Bischof Henni zum Priester geweiht, woraut 


. 
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er als Professor am Seminar angestellt wurde. Im Jahre 
1887 wurde er: dessen Rektor, welches Amt er 1921 nie- 
derlegte. Msgr. Rainer war als Redner und Schriftsteller 
—er sprach nicht weniger als acht Sprachen—beliebt. 1886 
bethatigte er sich in hervorragender Weise an dem in Mil- 
waukee abgehaltenen Provinzial-Konzil. 1887 wurde er 
zum Kanzler der Erzdiézese Milwaukee ernannt, welches 
Amt er bis 1920 bekleidete, als er Generalvikar wurde, in 
welcher Eigenschaft er ein Jahr diente. Viele Jahre hin- 
durch war er Milglied der Synodal-Examinatoren-Be- 
horde. 

I. J. 1904 zum papstlichen Hauspralaten ernannt, erhielt 
er 1908 eine weitere Auszeichnung aus Rom, und zwar 
durch Erhebung zur Wiirde eines Apostolischen Protono- 
tars. Sein goldenes Priesterjubilaum feierte der damals 
72-Jahrige am 4. September 1917. Vor Jahresfrist verlieh 
ihm die Universitat Marquette den Doktortitel h. c. 

* OK 


Ebenfalls ein Freund unserer Sache war der am 
10. Jan. verstorbene Msgr. D. F. Thill, seit 1881 
Pfarrer der Namen Jesu Geme'nde in Sheboygan. 
Namentlich -hat der Staatsverband Wisconsin ihm 
manche Forderung zu verdanken. 

Msgr. Thill war 1844 in Luxemburg geboren und kam 
bereits 1847 mit seinen Eltern nach Wisconsin, Im Alter 
von 15 Jahren trat er in St. Francis ein und wurde am 29. 
Juni 1866 zum Priester geweiht. Er hat in Madison, Ne- 
osho, Woodland, Ottawa, Waukesha, Milwaukee (an_der 
Marien Gemeinde), Jefferson und Sheboygan in der Seel- 
sorge gewirkt. 


Aus der Missionspost der C. St. 

Wohl die wenigsten Missionsfreunde werden 
es fiir moglich halten, dass es auch in China 
religids verwahrloste Gebiete giebt, deren kath. 
Bevolkerung aus Alt-Christen besteht. Ejinen 
Einblick in solche Verhaltnisse gewahrt das 
Schreiben des trefflichen Franziskaner-Mis- 
sionars Pater Albert Klaus aus Lintsing in der 
Provinz Shantung vom 12. Nov. v. J. Er 


schreibt: 

“Seit Mitte Oktober ist mir cin neues tiberaus schwie- 
riges Missionsfeld zugewiesen im Westen Shantungs, 
wo seit tber 200 Jahren kein europaischer Missionar 
geweilt hat. In Lintsing residierte bis 1721 (21. Dez.) 
der Franziskanerbischof Bernardin della Chiesa, ein 
Verwandter des Papstes Benedikt XV. Bald darauf 
mussten die fremden Missionare Shantung verlassen 
und wurde vor wenigen Jahrzehnten das hiesige Gebiet 
chinesischen Priestern anvertraut. Leider fehlte es 
diesen an Mitteln und Initiative, sodass infolge vdéllig 
unzureichender Krafte das hiesige Missionsfeld wber- 
aus traurig darniederliegt. Unser Herr Bischof hat 
jetzt ein eigenes Dekanat Lintsing hier abgetheilt und 
mir die Verwaltunge tbertragen, wo ich mit zwei 
deutschen und einem chinesischen Priester neues Le- 
ben aus den Ruinen erstehen lassen soll. Meine erste 
Rundreise hat sehr traurige Eindriicke in mir hervor- 
gerufen. Ganz vereinzelt liegen einige kleine Gemein- 
den im weiten Land, die armseligen Gebetshauser lie- 
gen theils in Tritimmern oder sind véllig verwahrlost; 


_ Katechisten sind gar keine vorhanden, die wenigen 


Getauften leben wie, die Heiden, die Kinder sind alle 
unwissend, denn nirgends besteht eine katholische 
Schule! Es heisst geradezu von vorn anfangen! Dazu 
herrscht bittere Armuth in den meisten Dérfern, da 
die Ernte fast ganz ausgefallen ist infolge weiter Uber- 
schwemmungen! Thranen der Trauer und des Mit- 
leides kamen mir oft genug in die Augen beim An- 
blick all des geistigen und leiblichen Elendes!” 

Die geschilderten Umstande machen sein Ge- 
such begreiflich, ihn fiirderhin kraftig zu unter- 
sttitzen, wahrend ein zweiter Missionar in der 
gleichen Provinz, Pater Lullus Huette, seine 


Tie 


‘ges Jahr einige Oratorien wegen Geldmangel mi 


Bitte um Beriicksichtigung auf die Thatsae 
giinstiger Aussichten stiitzt. Er berichtet 
seinem Schreiben vom 20. Nov..von schon} 
vielversprechenden Erfolgen, betragt doch} 
Zahl seiner getaufen Christen bereits 1 
Gleich diesen beiden Missionaren, dankt ay 
Pater Kolumban Nagele, in der Provinz Hum 
fiir die ihm seither gewahrte Unterstutzur 
Der gute Tiroler schreibt uns: 2 

“Dank Ihrer reichen Zuwendungen fuhren mit) 
dankbaren Christen standig neue Katechumeneny 
meine Katechismusschule zu, sodass nun bereits 
Raume in meiner Mission und Schule besetzt sin 

Geldmangel behindert auch ihn, seine Tha 
keit auszubreiten. Er klagt nicht, sondern Ia 
es bei einer Darstellung der Umstande bewe 
den: 

“Wenn ich die Mittel aufbrachte, konnte ich im J 
ner den zweiten Kursus beginnen: es liegen gé@ 
Anmeldungen vor, die ich im ersten Turnus nicht m 
beriicksichten konnte. Doch ein Kursus (Da 
mindest 2 Monate) kommt mich auf sechszig De 
in amerikanischem Gelde (fiir ca. 40 Personen). 
ich heuer 2 neue Oratorien miethen musste und ¥ 


) 


restauriren konnte (also auch dafiir nicht unbe 
tende Ausgaben habe), so darf ich vorlaufig an dé 
Turnus nicht denken, so gtinstig auch die Aussich 
waren (ca. 50 weitere Taufen von Erwachsenen).” 
i ee ge 

Wie sehr die Hilfe des C. V. von den 
sionaren geschatzt wird, beweist folgender Gt 
des Commissarius Provincialis des Vikar 
Tsinanfu in China, P. Erhard, O. F. M. 
schreibt uns unterm 19. Dez. v.].: 

“Zu Weihnachten und Neujahr einen  herzlie 
Glickwunsch im Namen aller und allerwarmsten D 
fiir Ihre so warme und reichliche Hilfe. Die Nott 
uberall gross, und die Almosen reichen nirgends, 
nicht helfen konnen in den giinstigsten Gele 
heiten, ist eine der schwersten Kreuze fiir die 
sionare, und darum sind Ihnen alle so sehr zum Da 
verpflichtet fiir Ihre Hilfe.” | 

ie ede, ok 

“Ich bin Ihnen sehr dankbar,” schreibt 
hochwst. Erzbischof H. Doering, S. J., am 
Dez. aus Okayama in Japan an die C. St., “ 
Sie an mein Herzensanliegen gedacht habel 
Welches ist nun das “Herzensanliegen” 
apostolischen Vikars von Hiroshima, fiir das 
ihm eine kleine Summe zur Verfiigung ges 
hatten? Es handelt sich darum, in Gama 
einem Orte im genannten Vikariate, zu 
des hl. Franziskus Xaverius eine. Kapelle 
bauen. Verbrachte doch der Apostel Japan 
jenem Orte sechs Monate, die mit Erfolg 
kront waren, indem es ihm gelang, dort die « 
katholische Gemeinde zu griinden. 


a Vom Hilfswerk. 
Wie sehr willkommen  deutschlandis 
Bischéfen Messtipendien sind beweist u. a 
Schreiben des Bischofs von Osnabriick, 
hochwst. Dr. Berning, in dem er der C. St. 
theilt : 10 i 
“Da die Priester meiner Diaspor i - 
wirthschaftlichen Verhaltnissen Pee er Me . 
dien vom Volke erhalten, ware ich Ihnen sehr da 
wenn Sie mir auch in Zukunft Messstipendien z1 
wirden,” ‘ “aft ety 
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dem alten Konigsberg in Preussen schreibt 
wrtige Domprobst, hochw. Oskar Stoff, im An- 
Ss an eine Empfangsbestatigung vom 4. Dez.: 


| die Stipendiennoth immer noch fortbesteht, sind 
rr jede Zuwendung von Herzen dankbar denn wir 
nid direkt auf diese fremde Hilfe angewiesen.” 

* 


* 2 


| Katholiken Ostpreussens kamen im allge- 
ta bei der Vertheilung der von katholischer 
gaus unserem Lande nach Deutschland ge- 
m Liebesgaben zu kurz, wie auch unsere Stam- 
iuder in Lithauen kaum irgendwelche Bertick- 
rung gefunden haben. Jedoch gelang as dem 
eerrn Stoff wahrend seines kurzen Aufenthal- 
.Amerika, eine grossere Spende fur die Armen 
ssbergs zu erlangen, tber deren Verwendung er 
olet an die C. St. berichtet: 


ee dankbar auch unser Volk ist fur die Zuwendung, 
ha unsern Armen aus dem Erlds meiner einzigen 
#t in Amerika, und zwar in St. Louis bei Father 
rock, machen konnte, habe ich meinem lieben Pra- 
FHolweck auch durch Ubersendung einiger Dankes- 
gezeigt, die mir unsere Armen fur den Empfang 
iriketts geschickt haben. Es spricht eine so grosse 
yarkeit und Freude aus diesen Briefen, und es wird 
wemeindemitgliedern von Franz v. Sales eine hohe 
tthuung, sein, zu erfahren, eine wie grosse Freude 
Gaben ausgelost haben. Gegen 100 Ztr. Briketts 
ech an unsere Armen in Gaben zu 5 Ztr. ausgetheilt 
wie ich schon sagte, damit grdsste Freude bereitet.” 


}1Hr. Korz iiber eine Leistung der C. St. 


ur Centralisationstendenz” ist ein von Hrn. 
» Prasident des C. V., in der “Aurora u. 
tl. Woche” verdffentlichter Artikel itberschrie- 
Er erGrtert die erwahnte Neigung, die vor al- 
pestrebt ist, der Bundesregierung immer weit- 
rendere Machtbefugnisse einzuraumen. Dabei 
mt Hr. Korz auf den Antheil der C. St. an ae 

r 


«diesem Kampfe gegen die Centralisierung der Gewalt 
die Central-Stelle des Central-Vereins nicht die letzte 
Immer wachsam, erkennt sie die Gefahr und mahnt 
Unsre Centrale hat in dieser Beziehung mehr 


nommen,” 


_ Korz spricht dafiir der C. St. seinen Dank 
die Frage hinzuftigend, ob man kattholischer- 
diese Leistung wiirdige. Es scheine dem nicht 
1 sein, denn sonst “wiirde man der C. St. durch 
rung geniigender Mittel an die Hand gehen, 
en Kampf fiir personliche und biirgerliche Frei- 
noch thatkraftiger zu fithren.” Er fordert 
n zur finanziellen Unterstiitzung unsrer An- 
Befolgung der von ihr ertheilten Rath- 
ig “Werden wir warten,” fragt er zum 
Hass seiner Ausfiihrungen, “bis es zu spat ist? 
len wir die sozialistische Centralisationswelle 
i n lassen, bis sie uns tiberm Kopfe zusammen- 
set: oder wollen wir mit ehrlichen Gleichge- 
a einen festen Damm bilden, der unsren Rech- 
Vaterlandes Schutz 


Aus dem C.V. und den 
Staatsverbaenden 

Den Theilnehmern an der Rompilgerfahrt des C. 
V. wird Gelegenheit geboten werden, von Assisi 
aus gemeinschaftlich nach Munchen zu reisen. Das 
Reisebureau ‘“Rotala” hat die Leitung dieser letz- 
teren ‘Tour tbernommen. Die Fahrt geht uber 
Florenz, Venedig, Padua, Mailand, Comersee, Lu- 
ganersee, St. Gotthardt, Einsiedeln, Luzern, Boden- 
see. In Miinchen lost sich die Gesellschaft am 26. 
Juni auf, 
~ Die mit diesem Abstecher verbundenen Unkosten werden 
sich auf $135.00 belaufen; jene ftir die gemeinsame Fahrt 
nach Rom und Assisi auf $436.00. 

Der Aufenthalt in der Ewigen Stadt, wahrend dem 
eine Audienz beim Hl. Vater gesichert ist, ist auf 7 Tage 
berechnet. Anfragen und Anmeldungen bezgl. der ganzen 


Reise oder der Fahrt nach Miinchen richte man an John 
KE. Loibl, 444 Diamond St., Pittsburg, Pa. . 


Im Januarheft bereits kiindigten wir kurz an, die 
diesjahrige Generalversammlung des C. V. und jene 
des Staatsverbandes und Frauenbundes Pennsyl- 
vania werde am 20,-24. August in der St. Peters 
Gemeinde in Philadelphia tagen. Der endgiltige 
Entschluss, die Jahresversammiungen zur festge- 
setzten Zeit in der genannten Geme‘nde abzuhalten, 
wurde von der am 9. Januar in der St. Bonifatius 
Gemeinde abgehaltenen Versammlung, an der rund 
150 Manner und Frauen theilnahmen, gefasst. Dem 
in der “Nord-Amerika” ver6ffentlichten Sitzungs- 
bericht entnehmen wir folgende Einzelheiten: 

Der Prasident des C. V., Hr. Korz, und der des Penn- 
sylvania Zweiges, Hr. John Eibeck, waren erschienen; die 
hochw: Herren H. J. Steinhagen, Geistl. Berather des 
Volksvereins Philadelphia, John M. Beierschmidt (CASSK 
R., Rektor von St. Bonifatius, und John G. Behr C. SS. 
R., Rektor an St. Peter, waren ebenfalls anwesend. Hr. 
Ant. J. Zeits, Prasident des Volksvereins, der den Vorsitz 
fiihrte, wurde als Festprasident gewahlt; ihm stehen zur 
Seite, ausser den Vorsitzern der betr. Ausschtsse, die 
folgenden Beamten: John Wiesler, Jr., Sekretar; Fri. Irma 
Seelaus und Hr. Anton Osada, Vize-Vorsitzende; H. el 
Hackstie, Finanz-Sekretar; Frau M. Moebs, Schatzmeis- 
terin. Sowohl Hr. Korz als auch Hr. Eibeck sprachen 
zugunsten der Abhaltung der Konvention in Philadelphia, 
worauf Hr. Zeits die Mittheilung machte, Rev. Behr lasse 
die Verbande einladen, in seiner Gemeinde zu tagen. Die 
Einladung wurde einstimmig angenommen, da die Gemeinde 
von allen Theilen: der Stadt aus leicht erreichbar. ASie 
“Dann aber,” fahrt der Bericht fort, “birgt diese Kirche 
auch ein fir die deutschen Katholiken kostbares Kleinod, 
die sterbliche Hiille des heiligmassigen Bischofs Neumann, 
dessen Seligsprechung in naher Zukunft erwartet wird,’ 
Rev. Behr wurde zum Ehren-Festprasidenten gewahlt. 

Wie wir bereits meldeten, machten Rev. Behr, 
Hr. Korz und Hr, Zeits am 10. Januar Sr. Eminenz 
Kardinal Dougherty, Erzbischof von Philadelphia, 
ihre Aufwartung, und wurden von ihm in herzlicher 
Weise empfangen. Der Kardinal sprach seine 
Freude iiber den gefassten Entschluss aus und ver- 
-sprach, am Eroffnungstag der Konvention das Pon- 
tifikalamnt zu halten, es miisste denn sein, dass er 
durch eine Reise verhindert werden wiirde, sein 


Versprechen einzulosen. 


fiir den Stiftungsfonds der C. St. 
Hrn. John Eibeck, Prasident des 
V., energisch ge- 


Die Sammlung 
wird zur Zeit von 
Pennsylvania Zweiges des_ Ge 
férdert. Seinen an die Priester 


i &, pee 


und die Beamten — 
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der angeschlossenen Vere:ne, sowie die Delegaten 
zur Jahresversammlung gerichteten Monatsbrief 
fur Februar widmet er fast ausschliesslich diesem 
Unternehmen, und zwar kundigt er an, die Beamten 
. a 4 
woilten versuchen, durch einen “letzten Appell” den 
fehlenden Betrag, oder doch einen 
Theil desselben, aufzubringen. Er theilt mit, der 
Pennsylvania Zweig habe von den von ihm ver- 
sprochenen $35,000.00 rund $22,000.00 beigesteuert ; 
bis zur Generalversammlung im August, meint er, 
sollten die Mitglieder dafiir Sorge getragen haben, 
dass der Rest aufgebracht sein wiirde. Er erklart 
MES cles 

“Nach langer und reiflicher Uberlegung haben die Beam- 
ten des Pennsylvania Zweiges beschlossen, einen person- 
lichen Appell an alle Mitglieder ergehen zu lassen und sie 
um eine kleine Gabe zu bitten. Um den Erfolg zu sichern, 
ist die Hilfe und ungetheilte Mitwirkung der Vereine und 
der gesamten Mitgliedschaft nothwendig . . . 

“Viele geben sich der Ansicht hin, dass die Sammlung 
nur eine Vereinssache sei und dass die Vereine allein 
beisteuern sollen, Aber warum, mochten wir fragen, sollen 
unsre opferwilligen und oft sehr schwer belasteten Vereine 
die ganze Burde tragen? Unsre Central-Stelle arbeitet 
fur das Gesamtwohl, und nicht nur fiir die Vereine, und 
es ist ja nur Christenpflicht und eine heilige Ehrensache, 
dass wir unsre Central-Stelle, das Mtunchen-Gladbach 
von Amerika, die schon so viel Gutes und Lobenswerthes 
geleistet hat, praktisch untersttitzen und ihre Thatigkeit 
fur die Zukunft sichern.” 


Hr. Eibeck ersucht die Geistlichkeit, das Vor- 
haben der Beamten zu fordern, namentlich durch 
freundliche Ermunterung—Er weist gegen Schluss 
des Rundschreibens kurz hin auf die diesjahrige 
Generalversammlung, die Monatsbriefe, und auf das 
Hinscheiden des Hrn. J. Q. Juenemann, dessen 
Seelenruhe er dem Gebet der Mitglieder anem- 
pfiehlt. 


Unterm 1. Januar richteten die Beamten des 
Kath. Vereinsbundes von Illinois an die jenem Ver- 
bande angeschlossenen Vereine ein Schreiben, dem 
folgendes entnommen ist: 


“Unsre Jahresversammlung wird am 29, Mai in Decatur 
eroffnet werden. Die Beamten sind daran, das Programm 
auszuarbeiten, um so ihrerseits eine erfolgreiche Ver- 
sammlung vorzubereiten. Wollen uns die Mitglieder nicht 
mit ihrem Rath beistehen? 

“Der Stiftungsfonds der C.St. ist noch immer nicht auf- 
gebracht. Die meisten Staatsverbande haben ihren Theil 
beigetragen, doch der Illinoiser Verband steht noch weit 
zuruck. Konnte man nicht eine regere Thatigkeit ent- 
wickeln, so dass Illinois sich nicht bei der nachsten 
Generalversammlung zu schamen braucht 2” 

Das Rundschreiben ist unterschrieben vom Kommis- 
sarius, Rev. B. H. Hilgenberg, Beckemeyer, dem Prisi- 
denten, Peter Trost, Peru, und dem Sekretar, Geo. J. 
Stoecker, Chicago. 


Der Maryland Zweig des C. V., Sitz Balti- 
more, hat bereits mit der Aufbringung eines Fonds 
zur Bestreitung der Unkosten der Generalversamm- 
lung des C. V., die im Jahre 1930 in genannter 
Stadt tagen soll, begonnen. Wéahrend der am 16. 
Januar im St. Antonius Waisenhause abgehaltenen 
Monatsversammlung meldeten sich mehrere Mit- 
glieder als Theilnehmer an der Rompilgerfahrt des 
C. V. Die Versammlung befasste sich hauptsich- 
lich mit der “Maternity Act,” und zwar auf Grund 
eines von der C. St, eingelaufenen Schreibens, 


ansehnlichen* 


| hielt den Hauptvortrag. Hr. Frank Blied, Prasi 


Der Staatsverband Minnesota hat unlangst 
Sammlung fur die zu Fort Snelling zu erbaué 
Kapelle abgeschlossen. Sie ist ausschliesslich@ 
den kathol. Militargottesdienst bestimmt. 7 
ganzen liefen $1,350.73 fur diesen Fonds eing§ 

Als der Bau einer Kapellebeschlossen wurde, hatte 


Staatsverband dem hochwst. Erzbischof seine Hilfe 
geboten, die dieser bereitwillig annahm. 


Aus den Distriktsverbanden. 


In lobenswerther Weise fahren manche ung 
Distriktsverbande fort, eine belehrende Thatig 
auszuuben und gleichzeitig das Interesse der 
gleder ftir Caritaswerke zu fordern. Das 
leuchtet von neuem die nachstehende Zusamim 
stellung, die fast ausschliesslich auf Zeitung 
richte gestutzt ist. . 

Wie bereits berichtet, befasst sich der Stadtvef 
St. Paul mit der Lage der in jener Stadt ansag 
Mexikaner. In der am 2, Januar abgehaltenen Ma 
versammlung erstattete Rev. G. Galles Bericht uber di 
ihm ermittellten Thatsachen. Nun will man Schritte’ 
einen aus Mexiko ausgewiesenen Priester als Seel§ 
fiir diese Fremdlinge zu gewinnen; es soll ihm g 
zeitig an einer kath. Hochschule eine Anstellung gest 
werden. Den Hauptvortrag hielt Rev. Wm. Wey, 
City; er sprach tiber Vereinsthatigkeit und Vereinsle 
und regte u.a. an, der Stadtverband m6dge heuer eine ] 
fatiusfeier veranstalten—Die vom Distriktsverband 
cago im gegenwartigen Winter veranstalteten Mj 
versammlungen sind bisher recht erfolgreich verle 
In der zweiten dieser, am 9. Januar in der Mathia 
meinde abgehaltenen Versammlung sprach Rey. 
Lescher, Hilfsseelsorger an der St. Gregorius Gem 
uber Pfarrschulen, kath. Hochschulen und Universi 
Hr. M. F. Girten behandelte die Ausiibung der Bt 
pflichten, wobei er auf die Bestrebungen des C. 
der C. St. einging. Weitere Ansprachen _hielten 
Hiermann J. Weber, Prases des Gesellenvereins, Rey. 
Thiele, Pfarrer an St. Mathias, und Hr. Peter Trost, 
Prasident des Vereinbundes von Illinois. Das jing: 
grundete Kolping Orchester trug mehrere Nummern 9 
Der C. V., Stadt New York bewilligte in seiner Jai 
versammlung $100.00 fiir die Enrichtung eines Zimme 
dem vom Frauenbund begritndeten Arbeiterinnenheir 
bereitet gemeinsam mit dem Frauenbunde ein Vo 
vor, das die ftir Vereins- und caritative Zwecke bent 
ten Mittel ftir beide Verbande aufbringen soll, 
Anzahl Delegaten der angeschlossenen Vereine meldet 
Vereine hatten die von der Staatsverbandsversammlu 
schlossene Erhohung der Kopfsteuer gutgehiessen 
ausserdem sei von fast jeder Gruppe Geld fiir den 
tungsfonds der C. St. aufgebracht worden—Zu der D 
berversammlung des Distriktsverbandes Milwat 
abgehalten in der Franziskus Gemeinde, hatte man 
die Mitglieder des Frauenbundes, einschliesslich jen 
Jungfrauenabtheilung, eingeladen. Rev. Peter 
Pfarrer der St. Leo Gemeinde, hielt den Vortrag 
“Frauenkleidung und soziale Frage.”—Der hochwst. 
A. B. Salick sprach in der am 13, Januar in der St 
Gemeinde abgehaltenen Versammlung iiber die Be 
des C. V., den er “den Patriarchen unter den ka 
igungen unsres Landes” nannte—Der vierte Wi 
Distriktsverband tagte am 16. Januar in Racit 
Marien Gemeinde. Rey. Dr. A. J, Muench, von St. 


Staatsverbandes, 
sammlung. 

Die Bestrebungen des C. V. und im beson 
Distriktsverbandes Cleveland behandelte 
Januar abgehaltenen Versammlung jenes V 
hochw. P. Mathaus Schmitz O. F. M., Pfa 
ten Gemeinde, in seinem Vortrag. Man beschlo: 
in Handen des hochw. J. Schaffeld s rde 
dem Stiftungsfonds der C it 


richtete eine Ansprache an 


